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Top college told 
‘could do better’ 


Eleven of the 13 governors at a special needs college have resigned after a report by 


A new governing body is being 


appointed at Hereward College 
_of Further Education, Coventry. 


Founded in 1971, the self-gov- 
erning college is a pioneer in 
integrated education. 

It provides courses for 125 peo- 
ple with physical, sensory and 
learning disabilities as well as 100 
able-bodied people. Most dis- 
abled students are residential. 

The report, published in 
September by the Further Edu- 
cation Funding Council, said 
governors were often uncertain 
of their roles and courses were 
badly managed. The relation- 
ship between the college and out- 


side companies was confused. 
“Some staff paid by the college 
work full time in companies. 
There appears to be little bene- 
fit to students from these activi- 
ties,” says the report. 
Other criticisms included: 
* some teachers failing to 
understand the complex learn- 
ing difficulties of students, lead- 
ing to inappropriate teaching 
* lack of information and guid- 
ance for new students 
¢ lack of training in social and 
living skills for disabled students. 
The previous principal retired 
in July. Acting principal Cather- 
ine Cole said: “We regard this 


its main backer gave it bottom marks for management and student guidance. 


-document as historical. We’ve 


moved on so far from when the 
inspection ended [in June].” 

No outside business will take 
place which does not benefit stu- 
dents. Most staff understand the 


_ needs of profoundly disabled stu- 


dents and training courses are 
being introduced, she said. 

Students now get advice packs 
in print or cassette at the start 
of the academic year, and train- 
ing in living skills is available. 

The report gave top marks for 
provision of specialist equip- 
ment. It also praised the arts 
and media departments and the 
new management policy. 


Up and away! Leeanne Williams of Angmering School, Sussex, gets 


pata 


a lift in an “ospreys nest” hoist during the BT Keilder Challenge in 
September. The school won the challenge’s Team Unity Shield. 
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Motability slashes prices 


Motability has cut the downpay- 
ment on lease cars, saving dis- 
abled drivers as much as 80 per 
cent on a three-year lease. 26 cars 
need no downpayment. 

15 cars have a rental below the 
£32.65 a week Disability Living 
Allowance (DLA) higher mobil- 
ity component. 

Under the slogan “A car on the 
road and money in your pocket”, 
Motability also launched a con- 
tract hire agreement in October 
for small, mainly manual cars. 

Constant Lease monthly pay- 
ments will remain the same over 
three years. This means they 
will not rise in line with DLA or 
War Pensioners’ Mobility Sup- 
plement in years two and three. 
“You could save several hun- 
dred pounds,” says Motability. 

Examples of big cuts since 
September are the Ford Azura 1.1 
Cfi five-door £50 (from £300), 
Vauxhall’s Corsa 1.41 LS auto- 
matic with power steering, £300 
(from £969), the Nissan New 
Micra 1.0L, three-door auto- 


matic £182 (from £751), the Nis- 
san Micra 1.0L automatic with 
power steering £340 for three- 
door (from £2,482 for five-door) 
and the Peugeot 405 Quasar 1.9 
Estate £1,584 (from £3,416). 
Douglas Campbell, executive 
director of the Disabled Drivers’ 
Association, said: “This is excel- 
lent news. It will make life a lot 
easier for disabled drivers, reduce 
demands on the charitable funds 
so they go further and reduce the 
waiting list. I hope Motability 
can maintain these savings.” 
Noel Muddiman, director of 


DN exclusive: interview 
with Alistair Burt, 
Minister for Disabled 
People, see page 2 


y 


Motability, said: “This is a 
major change in the Motability 
scheme, which gives greater 
choice to disabled people.” 

The cuts were achieved by 
putting “a certain lean on” car 
manufacturers, “internal sav- 
ings” by Motability Finance Ltd 
and a new contract with Royal 
Insurance from 1 October — sav- 
ings levels were “confidential and 
none of your business”. The con- 
tract includes off the road cover. 

Director of Banstead Mobility 
Centre Morigue Cornwell said: 
“[’m surprised that a change of 
insurance company and internal 
savings has enabled initial rentals 
[downpayments] to drop so sig- 
nificantly. But whatever the rea- 
son, I am delighted.” 

Liberal Democrats health 
spokesperson Alex Carlile said: 
“Playing the political focus on 
Motability has been well worth 
doing.” He promised more atten- 
tion in Parliament and is waiting 
for the National Audit Office 
report at the end of November. 


eS 


Charged community: demonstrators outside the House of Commons 
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Care charges protest 


Hundreds of demonstrators 
picketed the House of Com- 
mons on 18 October in protest 
at community care charges. 

Anger rose as demonstrators 
were shunted from one commit- 
tee room to another by 
officials trying to find a suitable 
venue. 

They ended up in Westminster 
Hall, where microphones are 
not allowed. “It was humiliat- 
ing, degrading and an absolute 
sham,” said Andrew Lee, of 


North Hertfordshire People First. 

Labour Social Security 
Spokesperson (now Chief Whip) 
Donald Dewar told them: “You 
can have totally different services 
and charging standards depend- 
ing on what county you live in.” 

At the same time, MP Roger 
Berry put down a point of order 
in the Commons criticising the 
lack of a venue. 

In reply, Speaker Betty 
Boothroyd said “everything pos- 
sible” was being done. 


Clarke gets shadow vote 


Tom Clarke, Shadow Minister 
for Disabled People’s Rights has 
been elected to  Labour’s 
Shadow Cabinet. 

He is not expected to shift 
portfolio, so his presence will 


ensure that disability issues 
have a much higher profile. 

If Labour was to win an elec- 
tion before next year’s vote, Mr 
Clarke would have to be 
appointed to the Cabinet. 


Burt in back-room talks 


DN exclusive 


Charities opposed to the Govern- 
ment’s Disability Discrimination 
Bill (DDB) in public are working 
behind the scenes with the new 
Minister for Disabled People 
Alistair Burt to put it into force. 
Mr Burt has called for chari- 
ties to back him on the bill, pre- 
dicted to go through its final 
two stages in both houses of 
Parliament on 24 October. 
Past charity opponents will be 
offered a “clean slate”. 
Speaking exclusively to DN, 
Mr Burt said he had talked to 
“a number of groups”, some of 
which had “expressed consider- 
able interest” in working to 
implement the bill on the ground. 
“As they see me informally, 
and as they may have a different 
public position, I don’t feel that 


Day centre 


An assessment, training and 
day-care centre in Dundee is 
one of Britain’s top 40 build- 
ings, after winning a Royal 
Institute of British Architects 
(RIBA) regional award. 

This is despite the fact that the 
awards do not specifically take 
access into consideration. 

The White Top Centre has 
facilities for 15 young people 
with multiple disabilities. 

Architect Nicoll Russell Stu- 
dios has emphasised sensory 
surfaces to help disabled people 
orientate themselves. Colours 


Burt: 
offering 
charities a 
“clean 
slate” 


it is necessary [to name them].” 
In May, the Government was 
forced to scrap plans to use Citi- 
zens’ Advice Bureaux as the bill’s 
first port of call (DN June). 
Since then, opposition to the 
bill’s National Disability Coun- 
cil has stalled any discussion of 
alternative policing methods. 
“If people won’t talk to us, we 
will set it up anyway, but it’s in 
everyone’s interests that they do. 
“If we want to make this work 
properly, then I will be looking 
for their help and advice as to the 
best way to do it,” he said. 
“I see my most important role 
as bedding down this new act and 


are also used to code objects. 

In the awards, 14 regional juries 
nominate buildings that are 
“outstanding examples of cur- 
rent architecture”. They judge 
“setting, fitness for purpose, 
consistency of design, appropri- 
ate use of materials and whether 
a building is likely to remain a 
fine work of architecture 
throughout its working life”. 

Nancy Mills, RIBA awards 
administrator, said: “It [disability 
access] is not specified in black 
and white. They are asked to take 
it into consideration.” 
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working with the different inter- 
ests to put it together. | 

“T am not daft about how awk- 
ward this is going to be. Issues 
and dilemmas arise all the time. 

“There is a huge demand for 
reasonableness all round.” 

Bert Massie, director of the 
Royal Association for Disability 
and Rehabilitation, said his was 
one charity talking to Mr Burt. 
To miss on what the DDB could 
offer would be “unforgivable”. 

“If you are starving, you do not 
turn down beans on a plate just 
because it is not a banquet.” 

But Richard Wood, director of 
the British Council of Disabled 
People, said he would not budge 
on the issue of a commission. 

“We have not come 20 years 
down the road just to throw in 
the towel because the minister 
wants a cosy life.” 


wins top building award 


Architectural Association 
access expert Andrew Walker 
said: “They should be involving 
all sections of the community, 
They have a social responsibility.” 

Mr Walker has been made 
access consultant to Richard 
Rogers Partnership’s renovation 
of London’s South Bank. 
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Lottery losers 

The Royal National Insti- 
tute for the Blind’s (RNIB) 
Sunshine House _ special 
school in East Grinstead, 


West Sussex is to close next’ 


Easter. The charity partly 
| blames the effect of the 
National Lottery, which has 
cut donations by £500,000. 
Disability charities _ will 
have to wait until spring next 
year before they see any 
money from the National 
Lottery Charities Board. The 
first grants, on 23 October, 
will concentrate on the 
“poor and disadvantaged”. 


ICB shortfall 


Ministers are concerned that 
Incapacity Benefit (ICB) will 
not achieve its predicted sav- 
ings in the social security bud- 
get. Leaked figures from the 
Department of Social Secu- 
rity show that the Govern- 
ment will get less than 15 per 
cent of its anticipated savings 
of £410 million. 

Private health insurance is 
not a viable alternative to 
state benefit, say the Disabil- 
ity Income Group and Dis- 
- ability Alliance. There May 
Be Trouble Ahead* warns 
that far fewer people have 
access to private schemes than 
the Government maintains. 


*£6.95, tel: 0171-263 3981. 


Measles denial 

An Oxford University profes- 
sor has denied claims in the 
Independent on Sunday 
newspaper that he backed 
parents’ fears that the Gov- 
ernment’s measles vaccina- 
tion campaign has caused 
brain damage in some chil- 
dren. “I know of no evidence 
that that is the case,” said 
Professor Richard Moxon, of 
Oxford University’s paedi- 
atrics department. However, 
he accepted that parents had 
a right to ask if the vaccine 
caused brain damage. 


Winvisible eviction 


Women’s disability group 
Winvisible is set to be evicted 
from its Camden, north Lon- 
don, headquarters. The 
group claims its rent rose 
from £2 a week to £6,000 a 
year after the building was 
taken over by the Commu- 
nity Housing Association 
(CHA). “They have never 
given us any opportunity to 
negotiate,” said Winvisible’s 
Claire Glassman. CHA chief 
executive Harry Sweeney 
said the building was bought 
at a market rate from Cam- 
den Council and _ the 
mortage had to be paid. “As 
much as we would like to, it 
is not our responsibility to 
fund voluntary groups.” 


Protest unites Belfast 


Michael Morgan reports 
More than 200 disabled people 
took part in a cavalcade around 
Belfast City Hall in September 
to protest about plans to 
exclude orange badge holders 
from pedestrianised zones in 
the city centre. 
ules drawn up by the Depart- 

ment of the Environment (DoE) 
mean that, from November, it 
will be impossible for disabled 
drivers to gain access to the 
city’s main shopping precincts, 
at least during daylight hours. 

The move has been met by 
ferocious opposition from dis- 
ability groups within Northern 
Ireland. September’s protest 
was organised by Rights Now 
(Northern Ireland), and the 
Disabled Drivers’ Association. 

An unlikely source of support 
came from Belfast City Coun- 
cil, where for once, all parties 
were unanimous in their sup- 
port for the protest. 

Unionist Lord Mayor Eric 
Smyth and Councillor Patricia 


UNIONISTS 
demand fair | 


deal for all 


disabled 1 disabled 


deal for all | 


“What do you mean - you al/ agree?” 


Lewsley, of the nationalist 
SDLP, gave the protest their full 
backing, and welcomed a 
Rights Now NI delegation. 
Rights Now NI chairman Paul 
Anderson said: “The town 


centre will be closed to all traf- 
fic, including orange badge 
holders. 

“Since there is no alternative 
means of accessible transport, 
disabled people will simply not 


Disability ‘important’ to MP’s defection 


Former Tory MP Alan Howarth 
says the Government’s attitude 
on disability was “an important 
factor” in making his mind up 
to defect to Labour in October. 

In an exclusive interview with 
DN, he said the Government’s 
“equivocal” attitude on civil 
rights and “seeming indifference 
to people who are disadvan- 
teged” led to his disenchantment. 


Howarth: 
move to 
Labour 
was a 
“profound 
release” 


DAN CHUNG 
“What I wanted to see was a 
commitment to the principles 
embodied in the Chronically 
Sick & Disabled Persons Act. 
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“They were not prepared to 
accept that principle [of equal 
opportunities for disabled peo- 
ple] generously and positively.” 

Mr Howarth’s ten-year-old son 
Charlie has cerebral palsy. “As a 
parent of a disabled child, you 
feel a very special, very positive 
concern.” 

The move was “a profound 
relief and release”, he added. 
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be able to go into the town.” 

DoE — spokesperson 
Frayne said the plans were still 
in a consultation phase and 
nothing had _ been firmly 
decided yet. 


Water birth... 


The Princess Royal, Princess 
Anne, and National Heritage 
Secretary Virginia Bottomley 
helped to launch a new sailing 
charity for disabled people in 
September. 

An offspring of the Royal 
Yachting Association, RYA Sail- 
ability merges the Seamanship 
Foundation with Sailability. 

At The Boat Show, pages 16-17 
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Scope President the Duke of Westminster opened a nursery for dis- 


abled and able-bodied children in Liverpool in October. The Liver- 
pool Early Years Centre will accommodate up to 40 children per day. 


MICHELLE SMITH 


Scope/SOS bust up 


Celebrities Frederick Forsyth 
and Bob Monkhouse, who have 
actively supported the UK’s 
largest disability charity, left 
Scope’s SOS group in October. 

Others among the 430-strong 
membership are said to be con- 
fused and unhappy. 

It happened after Scope had 
cancelled plans for SOS to 
become independent and made 
director Carol Myer redundant. 

“We feel we have been treated 
very shabbily,” said ex-chair- 
man Frederick Forsyth. He 
blamed Scope for driving SOS 
into deficit by “arbitrarily” 
extending a concessionary 
agreement expected to end in 
1992, tying up SOS staff for 19 
months on independence plans 
that could have taken four weeks, 
and not taking into account 


anticipated fundraising income. 

He expected 3-4 per cent of 
members to continue support- 
ing Scope. “You can’t run SOS 
as a bureaucracy,” he said. 

Scope argued that SOS built 
up a fundraising deficit of 
£353,000 over nearly two and a 
half years and acted improperly 
by opening a separate bank 
account before independence. 
Who spent a bequest of £416,000 
was disputed; an independent 
expert found it was used to offset 
SOS deficits. 

Scope chairman Anthony 
Hewson denied Scope had been 
budgeting 
procedures had been followed. 
“Scope trustees are ultimately 
responsible, so losses of this size 
cause a lot of concern. You have 
to draw the line.” 


arbitrary: normal 


School out of step 


A school is refusing to provide 
vital walking exercises for a girl 
with Rett syndrome, claiming 
she could injure staff. 

But an independent assess- 
ment says it is not “inherently 
unsafe” to walk her. 

Rose Hill special school, in 
Worcester, has walked Clare 
Milne, 15, for a number of years, 
but now it says she is too heavy. 

Rett syndrome is a brain con- 
dition affecting girls. Symptoms 
include decreasing mobility. 

Clare’s mother, Yvonne, chair 
of the Rett Syndrome Associa- 
tion, says Clare should be walked 
while she still can. “As soon as 
you reach a certain age or weight 
they are giving up on you.” 

Hereford & Worcester Educa- 
tion Authority blame the decision 


Fascists 


Fascist and right-wing groups 
are targeting disabled people on 
the Internet. 

One disabled Internet user, 
who wished to remain anony- 
mous for fear of attack, said 
that his electronic mail box had 
been “invaded” by Nazi groups 
and clogged up with abusive 
messages and death threats. 

Peter Hope of Direct Action 
Network believes anti-fascist 
groups are not doing enough to 
help disabled people being tar- 
geted. “If you are not going to 
address it, you are letting 
them get away with it. You 


on the Manual Handling Opera- 
tions Regulations (1992). 

Peter Babb, health and safety 
co-ordinator for education at 
the authority, said: “We are 
actively looking for alternative 
ways for her to do the same 
exercises.” 

He has seen Clare and stands 
by the school’s initial assess- 
ment. “There have actually 
been some minor injuries. 

“We are concerned that if she 
were to stumble or collapse dur- 
ing the process, the carer would 
be left baring the eight stone.” 

However, an _ independent 
assessment said an appropriate 
“named could walk 
Clare. The assessor, Dr Roger 
Cooke, believes Mr Babb inter- 
preted the 1992 guidelines 


carer” 


surf ’net 


are in a way condoning it.” 
Brian Richardson of the Anti- 
Nazi League (ANL) admitted 
that it was “difficult to inter- 
vene” in abuse of this kind, but 
denied that the ANL was ignor- 
ing the crime. “We are able to 
arrange immediate support.” 
Alex Marshall of Internet 
group Disabilities Access said 
that, once your email box had 
been targeted, there was little 
option but to change numbers. 


DN’°s Internet news service can 
be found at http://www. 
pavilion.co.uk/daccess 
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wrongly and should not have 
predicted risk to staff on possi- 
ble future changes. 

Dr Cooke refused to speak to 
DN, but in a letter to Mr Babb, 
said: “There is a flaw in the argu- 
ment that relates figures quoted 
in the guidelines for lifting and 
lowering, and applying these to 
supporting an individual who is 
partly weight bearing.” 

Anne Leonard of Scope Cam- | 
paigns said: “Under the 1993 
Education Act, children have a 
right to an assessment and state- 
ment of their needs, which 
should take this sort of thing 
into account and should make 


proper provision.” 

Clare’s mother says they have 
been waiting for a new state- 
ment since last year. 


Disability Today, the new pro- 
gramme on disability issues, 
was Officially launched on 27 
September. In November’s pro- | 
gramme, Kim Tserkezie will be | 
in Portugal and Peter White 
(above) will launch “The Net- 
work”, a forum for viewers to 
contribute their ideas. The pro- 
gramme will be broadcast on 
2, 9, 16, 23 and 30 November 
from 4.45-Sam. 


MICHELLE SMITH 


signers in 
cash crisis 


The British Deaf Association 
(BDA) is calling for emergency 
government funding to increase 
numbers of sign language inter- 
preters, following the collapse of 
two court cases in one week. 

An Old Bailey case was halted 
because there were not enough 
interpreters (DN October) and 
a trial at Reading Crown 
Court collapsed because a 
defendant’s testimony was 
wrongly interpreted. 

There are just 137 qualified 
interpreters for the UK’s 62,000 
sign language users. The BDA 
wants a five-year programme. 
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Kids’ centre / Dial-a-Ride drivers take action 


faces axe 


The only independent pre- 
school assessment centre for 
children with special needs in 
East Sussex is being threatened 
with closure by a cash-strapped 
local authority. 

The Jeanne Saunders Centre 
in Hove was highlighted as an 
example of where cuts could be 
made by East Sussex County 
Council Local Education 
Authority (LEA) in an across- 
the-board survey in September. 

The LEA predicts that it will 
have to make cuts of £24 mil- 
lion over three years. The centre 
has a £206,000 budget. 

The LEA hopes to transfer the 
centre’s assessments to nursery 
teachers, so saving money. 

Parents of the 51 children that 
attend the centre are furious. 
Claire Mackrell’s three-year-old 
son Kieran is a pupil. She said: 
“If it closes, these kids will have 
nowhere else to go.” 

Lizzie Batten, chair of the 
Friends of Jeanne Saunders Cen- 
tre, which fundraises to provide 
equipment, said: “They will 
close it over my dead body.” 

Jacqueline Coe, manager of 
special needs at the LEA, said the 
decision to close was by no 
means finalised. “This is a mere 
proposal put up for consultation. 

“From the feedback we have 
had, we see the centre has a lot 
of support.” The consultation 
ends on 20 October. A decision 
will be made in November. 


Dial-a-Ride drivers in London 
started industrial action in 
October. 

The drivers, from six compa- 
nies, voted yes to action in two 
ballots on 4 September. 

The action, which could affect 
the 64,000 users of Dial-a-Ride 
across the capital, is in response 
to a 1 per cent pay offer by Lon- 
don Transport (DN September). 

It is currently “the minimum 
possible”, said Transport & 
General Workers Union district 
officer Dave Pugh, who is repre- 
senting the drivers. 

It includes ensuring all health 
and safety checks are carried 
out and not doing overtime. 

“It is not our intention to 
affect the users, but there may 


hoy 


GOVERN 


be some effect, for which we 
apologise,” said Mr Pugh. 

The union will be meeting 
Dial-a-Ride boss Andrew 
Braddock on 19 October. If no 
progress is made, it does not rule 
out an escalation of the action. 

Meanwhile, the future of the 
Dial-a-Ride and Taxicard char- 
ity DaRT remained in the bal- 
ance as DN went to press. 

This is despite the reinstate- 
ment of the four staff sacked in 
July and the dramatic resignation 
of three of DaRT’s management. 

On 27 September, just 24 
hours before DaRT’s executive 
council was due to meet to dis- 
cuss the dismissals, acting chair 
Doreen Harris, acting vice- 
chair Graham Kierle and trea- 


Kids power: demonstrators, including ex-pupil Harry Fairchild, five, 
picket the Labour Party Conference in Brighton to protest at the 


planned closure of the Jeanne Saunders Centre in Hove. 
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Fury over Access to Work 


Employers are angry at Govern- 
ment attempts to make them 
pay for Access to Work, says the 
Royal National Institute for the 
Blind (RNIB). 

The institute launches a cam- 
paign in November to prevent 
changes to the scheme, which is 
currently under review. The Gov- 
ernment, it says, has sent letters to 
large firms asking if they will take 
responsibility for the funding sup- 


port given to disabled employees. 

“The way it has been couched is 
that people would be outcasts in 
society if they said they wouldn’t 
pay it,” said RNIB parliamentary 
officer Alun Thomas. 

The RNIB is worried that, by 
shifting the cost on to employers, 
the Government will make them 
reluctant to take on disabled peo- 
ple. It wants disabled people and 
employers to write to Education 


and Employment _ Secretary 
Gillian Shephard in protest. 

“We know that quite a few key 
decisions are going to be made 
in November,” said Mr Thomas. 
* DN’s Lin Berwick is to keep 
£18,000 of Placing, Assessment 
and Counselling Service (PACT) 
equipment. PACT had threat- 
ened to remove it after she began 
a homeopathy course, so “disem- 
ploying” herself (DN October). 


: ie a 

A girl with Down’s syndrome has 
put paid to the myth that those 
who have the condition are not 
academic. Mared Jones, 16, 
(above), from Wrexham, north 
Wales, achieved eight GCSEs this 


summer. Well done! THE OBSERVER 


shopping. 


and care professionals. 


DISABILITIES 
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Disabilities Access is a free internet based information service for people with 
disabilities and those who care for them. 

The service features: News, Directories of resources, Job Vacancies, Factsheets, 
Free Computer Software, Travel information, a Motoring section and Online 


_, Service 


The information provided on the service is relevant to both the general public 


To take a look at Disabilities Access Online point your Web browser at 
the URL: http://www.pavilion.co.uk/daccess 


Online Dis- 
abilities 
| Information 


If you would like to promote your organisation, products or services on Disabil- 
ities Access contact Steve McCann on 
0113 234 6624 or E-mail us on info@d-access.demon.co.uk 


Healthworks _ 


Unit 17, 30-38 Dock STREET 
Leeps LS10 1JF, ENGLAND 


surer Jean Brewer resigned. 

The dismissed four — Ann 
Byrne, Andy Holt, Diane Lea 
and Simon Delf — have been rein- 
stated with a written apology. 

But their jubilation has been 
tempered by the decision of the 
London Borough Grants Unit 
(LBGU) to suspend its £143,000 
funding of the charity. 

Diane Lea said: “Basically, 


Considering buying a 
mobility vehicle in the next 
few months? Then you 
should know about a new, 
free advisory booklet 
which will undoubtedly 
help you to make the right 
decision. 


The easy to read booklet 
contains all the answers 
you need to make sense of 
what can be a complicated 
affair. It tells you about all 
the different models 
available, how they work, 
what happens when they 
go wrong and the best way 
to go about buying a 
scooter or powerchair. 


“The In’s and Out’s of 
buying a mobility vehicle” 
also arms you with a series 


HOW TO CHOOSE A 
POWERCHAIR OR SCOOTER 


New, free booklet explains and guides, 
ensuring that you make the right decision 


we are all fighting now to prove 
that we are back on line.” 
DaRT holds its annual general 
meeting on 23 October. The 
LBGU will meet the council there 
to discuss funding and then 
decide on 1 November whether 
to reinstate funds. “We will be 
making an urgent report on them 
for the committee to decide,” 
said an LBGU spokesperson. 


of questions that you will 
want to ask before you 
make your mind up, giving 
you all the information 
before you make the 
important choice. 


Get all the facts. Produced 
by the Mobility Matters 
Network of mobility 
specialists “The In’s and 
Out’s of buying a mobility 
vehicle” is available now, 
free of charge. All you have 
to do is simply call our 24 
Hour Booklet Request 
Line on 0990 134 130 or 
write to Mobility Matters, 
Dept DNI11, Freepost 
NHO0170, Kettering, NN14 
6YA. A booklet will be 
sent to you within 14 days 
from one of the Mobility 
Matters local Distributors. 


GLIDE UPSTAIRS ON A 


STAN NAH 


STAIRLIF'T. 


Hello, Stan here. 
If you find 
climbing 
stairs é - 
difficult, a © o 
Stannah o se 
Stairlift ¢ 
can help make 

them easy 

again. For your free information 
pack, complete and return the 


coupon or call us today. 
When your thoughts turn to 
stairs turn to Stannah. 


@= Phone FREE (0800) 715124 
or return the coupon below. 


Please complete and return to: Stannah Stairlifts Limited, 
Dept 7660, FREEPOST, Andover, Hants SP10 3BR. 


Are you enquiring for your Household 0) A relative living elsewhere O 


Name 


Address 


Postcode 


— Stannah 
Stairlift 
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6 Health news 


No dust 
mites, no 
asthma? 


A device designed to remove 
smoke from pubs, which also 
kills house dust mites, may help 
people with asthma. 

Howard Atkin, company engi- 
neer at ADM Indux, which has 
patented the £100 device, 
claims it will kill all dust mites 
within six months of installa- 
tion in a bedroom. 

Dr John Maunder, director of 
the Medical Entomology Cen- 
tre in Cambridge says that 
house mites are the main cause 
of the condition, but the 
National Asthma . Campaign 
has reacted more cautiously. 

However, it did confirm that 
85 per cent of asthmatic chil- 
dren are allergic to house dust 
mite droppings. 

“The house dust mite is one of 
many common asthma trig- 
gers,” said Delyth Morgan, 
director of communications. “It 
is impossible to say whether the 
removal of the house dust mite 
will prove to be a cure.” 

Meanwhile, a study has begun 
into preventing asthma in 
young children by avoiding 
allergens (including the dust 
mite) during pregnancy and in 
the first year. Exposure to aller- 
gens over this time can affect the 
child’s immune response. 

The research, led by Dr Jill 
Warner at the University of 
Southampton, will also moni- 
tor cigarette smoke, indoor pol- 
lution, temperature and humidity. 


Complementary therapies like aromatherapy and reflexology can 


help elderly people relax, relieve arthritis pain and depression and 
reduce restlessness, agitation, insomnia and wandering, a report for 
the Central & Cecil Housing Trust has found. Eveline Buck, aged 95 
(above) enjoys her session with therapist Maria Harvey. 


It will look at infants in 300 
families where the father or 
mother has allergic asthma. 
Ways of avoiding allergens, such 
as using a vacuum cleaner, bed 
covers, a house dust mite spray 
or a de-humidifier will be tested. 

“This trial will mark a great 
step forward in our understand- 
ing of how to prevent some of 
these children from developing 
the condition in the first place”, 
said Dr Martyn Partridge, chief 


JOHN REARDON/THE OBSERVER 


medical advisor to the National 
Asthma Campaign. 


Magnet 
foresees 
damage 


A unique brain scanner for 
babies has been installed in the 
neo-natal unit at the Hammer- 


smith Hospital in London. 

It will help prevent the long- 
term effects of oxygen starva- 
tion at birth and, unlike other 
devices, can be used on babies 
who are too sick to be moved 
from intensive care. 

The technique, Magnetic Res- 
onance Spectroscopy (MRS), 
uses a giant magnet to create 
images of the brain and detect a 
chemical found soon after birth 
in babies who become brain 
damaged. At present, parents 
can wait months for symptoms 
to appear. 

Brain damage does not set in 
immediately when babies suffer 
a lack of oxygen at birth. There 
can be a gap of about 10-12 
hours. 

Doctors hope the scanner will 
help them to step in early in 
order to prevent it from hap- 
pening. 

David Edwards, professor of 
neo-natal medicine at Hammer- 
smith and Queen Charlotte’s 
Hospital, London, said drugs 
will only be given if there is a 
real possibility of brain damage 


-because they are often quite 


toxic. 

Cooling the brain after 
asphyxiation might be the best 
starting point to prevent dam- 
age, he said. 

Research was at an early stage, 
but the technique should be 
used in the next few years. 
“Cooling just delays damage, 
but it may give us a couple of 
crucial hours in order to give a 
specific therapy.” 

He said that if cell death can 
be delayed for three days, the 
brain’s own protection mecha- 
nism might take over and pre- 
vent damage anyway. 
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Simpler user friendly 
superior performance 
category 
Adjusts automatically 


to any speed 


= Real time interactive 
programming 


Chas. A. Blatchford & Sons Ltd 


Lister Road, Basingstoke, Hampshire RG22 4AH United Kingdom 


Telephone: 01256 465 771 Facsimile: 01256 479 705 
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adjustment combined with 
= Suitable for any amputee 
m Integral speed detection 


@ Significantly reduces gait 
deviations and walking effort m= 


= Programmable with 
cosmesis in place 


New Intelligent 


Prosthesis Plus 
A leap into the future with Endolite 


EH Quick to learn 


™ Easy change 


of programme setting 
= Powerful pneumatic cylinder 
m Interchangeable with any 


160mm geometry shin 
# Simple maintenance 


and diagnosis 


Order the Intelligent Prosthesis Plus 
part number 019138 by contacting 
the Blatchford Sales Department 


on 01256 465771. 


and simple to operate 


Easily replaceable batteries 


SIL IOGINIS! 


Combining 
drugs 
cuts AIDS | 
deaths 


A trial of AIDS treatments 
involving 3,000 people in 
Europe and _ Australia has 
shown a significant increase in 
the survival rate. 

The tests, known as Delta, and 
supported by the Medical - 
Research Council in the UK and 
the Irish Republic, revealed a 38 
per cent fall in the death rate 
among those taking the AIDS- 
fighting drug AZT in combina- 
tion with other drugs, compared 
to those taking AZT alone. 

The trial showed improve- 
ments only for those who had 
not taken AZT before. 

17 per cent of people taking 
AZT alone died, compared to 
10 per cent taking AZT with 
didanosine (ddl), and 12 per 
cent taking AZT plus zal- 
citabine (ddC). 

Professor Alasdair Brecken- 
ridge of Liverpool University 
and chair of Delta, said: “The 
drugs can prevent the manifes- 
tations of AIDS from appear- 
ing, so the quality of patients’ 
lives will be greatly improved.” 

He could not say how much 
longer they might live. 


MS drug 
advice 


A new drug for multiple sclero- 
sis (MS) should be prescribed 
by consultant neurologists, not — 
GPs, the NHS Executive has — 
advised. 

Treatment with the drug, Beta 
Interferon, could cost up to 
£10,000 per patient per year and 
only one in eight of Britain’s 
80,000 people with MS, (those 
with recurring bouts of relapse 
and remission), would benefit 
from it. 

The  executive’s guidelines 
mean that the cost of prescrib- 
ing the drug will fall on hospi- 
tals rather than GP practices. 

The executive denies that it is 
rationing the drug by telling 
GPs not to prescribe it and is 
backed by the British Medical 
Association and the MS Society. 

“The average GP will have 
three or four MS patients, who 
they see relatively infrequently,” 
said MS Society chief executive 
Peter Cardy. 

“This is a new drug and its 
long-term side-effects are not 
understood. 

“Particularly in the early 
stages of the availability of the 
drug, the sensible route is for it 
to be prescribed by neurologists 
who have diagnostic techniques 
at their finger-tips.” 


Women marginalised 
Disabled women are marginal- 
ised by society and the attitudes 
of women’s and disability move- 
ments, says a report by the 
Greater London Association of 
Disabled People*. Women have 
difficulty getting information on 
housing, safety, _ transport, 
employment and education. 


*Disabled Women’s Project 
Report, £5, tel 0171-274 0107. 


Violent lives... 

Disabled people experience 
alarmingly high levels of vio- 
lence, a report by civil liberties 
group Liberty has found. Vio- 
lence, Harassment and Discrimi- 
nation against Disabled People in 
Britain*, found that more than 
half of those asked had experi- 
enced some form of violence or 
harassment over the past year 
and just under half had experi- 
enced “psychological abuse”. 


£4, tel: 0171-403 3888. 


Blind to danger? 

Ways to help blind or visually 
impaired people safely evacuate 
buildings in an emergency are 
being studied by the University 
of Reading, the Building 
Research Establishment and the 
Royal National Institute for the 
Blind. The project, funded by 
the Engineering and Physical 
Sciences Research Council, will 
test the effectiveness of different 
route markings. 


Wotta lotta wonga 
CandoCo, the London-based 
dance company, has won a 
£25,000 Barclays New Stages 
Award to fund a production. 
Meanwhile, other projects for 
disabled people have been busy 
winning Lottery money 
through the Arts Council. The 
UK’s only theatre ship, the MV 
Fitzcarraldo, has been awarded 
£328,000 to help pay for 
improvements, including access. 
The South East Television and 
Media Workshop in Basildon, 
Essex, has won £330,000 to 
improve its training facilities 
and the Theatre Workshop, 
Manchester has been awarded 
£26,000 towards equipment to 
include more disabled children. 


Scope guide 

A post-19 information pack was 
launched by Scope in September. 
A Guide to Getting What You 
Need From Your Local Authority 
at 19 Plus, produced by Action 19 
Plus, shows how to prepare for 
a local authority assessment, 
use the complaints procedure, 
get legal advice, run a campaign 
and use the media and MPs. 


£6. Scope (campaigns), 12 Park 
Crescent, London W1N 4EQ. 


Motability 
scourge dies 


David Whitton writes: Ralph 
Irwin-Brown BSc FICE died on 
2 October aged 72. 

As chief engineer for Sir John 
Howard and Partners, he was 
largely responsible for building 
the Forth Bridge. But after an 
accident, which ended his pro- 
fessional career, he turned to 
righting “wrongs”: the quality of 
artificial limbs and the financial 
structure of Motability. 

An exhaustive one-man inves- 
tigation led to a paper in 1992 
described by a Motability gover- 
nor as “eristic” (controversial). 
Undaunted by lack of public 
response, he continued, and was 
delighted this year to see his 
concerns taken up by Lord 
Carter, MPs Alex Carlile and 
Alan Simpson and the national 
press. He was eagerly awaiting 
the National Audit Office 
report later this year. 


Lucille Lusk 

Frances Hasler writes: At the 
end of the Rights Now rally last 
summer, there was a buzz of 
anticipation as the final speaker 
arrived on the platform. Her 
speech was short, punchy, heart- 
felt. She told us to keep fighting, 
to work on until disabled people 
gain full civil rights, to accept 
no compromises. 

Lucille Lusk, who died on 14 
September, was a powerful, out- 
spoken advocate for disabled 
people. Co-chair of BCODP, she 
developed three advocacy services, 
most recently Hackney Choice. 


Success for disabled Russian visitor Kostik Halzova, 11, who went fly-fishing with Paul Sansom-Timms at 


the Croxley Hall Trout Fishery in Rickmansworth. His “boat” was a float tube, a lorry inner tube with can- 
vas cover and harness. The visit was organised by the International Charity Partnership, tel: 0181-202 9988. 


1 in 8 makes us mainstream 


The 1 in 8 Group, a campaign to 
improve representation of dis- 
abled people in the media, was 
launched in September. 

Celebrities, media representa- 
tives and disability groups gath- 
ered at London’s National 
Theatre to press home the point 
that, as one in eight people are 
disabled, more disabled people 
should be seen in mainstream 
programmes. 

Charles Denton, BBC Televi- 
sion’s head of drama said: “We 
seek to include the representa- 
tion of disabled people as a nat- 
ural part of everyday life and 
not as some sort of problem. 

“It is very strange that you can 
have a show like EastEnders 


DO YOU OR A MEMBER OF YOUR 
FAMILY HAVE PROBLEMS WITH A 
SCHOOL, COLLEGE OR YOUR 
COUNCIL? ARE YOU GETTING THE 
EDUCATION, COMMUNITY CARE OR 
SERVICES YOU NEED? 


David Ruebain is a disabled Solicitor 
specialising in Education, Community 
Care and Local Government Law. He is 
committed to the Disability Movement 
and is involved in the campaign for Civil 
Rights Legislation for Disabled People. 


Legal Aid work undertaken. 
Sign language interpretation available. 


For free initial advice, contact him at:- 
David Levene & Co. Solicitors, 
Ashley House, 
235-239 High Road, 
Wood Green, 
LONDON, 
N22 4HF 


going out 156 times a year and in 
the Albert Square community 
there are no disabled people.” 

EastEnders producer Corinne 
Hollingworth said on Channel 
4’s Wise Up, earlier this year, 
that she did not want EastEn- 
ders turned “into a freak show”. 
She refused to comment to DN, 
claiming “short notice”. 

Integration Alliance chairper- 
son Richard Rieser co-ordinates 
the campaign. “Surely in the 
1990s we need new treatments, 
which look beyond the stereo- 
types of the past and present 
disabled people in a more posi- 
tive way”, he said. 

Actor Alan Cumming backed 
the group. “Women and black 


SITTING 
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COMFORTABLY? 


For a range of 
ELECTRIC RISE AND 


/ STAND UP 
/ SIT DOWN 
/ RECLINE 
/ RELAX 


FREE COLOUR BROCHURE AND NO 
OBLIGATION HOME DEMONSTRATION 


CALL TODAY 
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KEEP/apie 


Making life easter 


¥ POWER CHAIRS v CUSHIONS V LIFTERS V 


people have slowly been allowed 
to have their voices heard. But 
with disability we see an impair- 
ment rather than a person,” he 
said. 

“The general perception is 
that disabled people just aren’t 
sexy media-wise.” 

The group is calling for dis- 
abled people to be included in 
mainstream stories, without 
disability being the main focus. 

They want more training oppor- 
tunities and for more disabled 
people to be cast in parts not nec- 
essarily written for their disability, 
and for more opportunities in 
direction and production. 


1 in 8 Group, tel: 0171-254 3197. 


0181 742 2181 
01933 679426 
01384 484544 
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You play tennis for your 
ou compete in the London 
You’ re captain of the swimming team. 


Your biggest challenge 
shouldn’t be the | .cal supermarket. 


Disabilitynow November 1995 
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Disabled people are very able people. 
Able to compete at the highest level in all kinds of 
sports. Able to make important contributions to every 


aspect of commerce and society. 


unable to shop comfortably in a 
supermarket. B 
So about two years ago e 
several of our staff decided that 
help for people with a disability 
was a priority. 
Sainsburys already provided facilities ieee extra 
wide parking spaces next to the store entrance, 
: extra wide checkouts and aisles, 
accompanied 
8) wheelchairs with trolleys that fit 
onto aie ‘eh of them, but our staff believed much 


shopping and 


more could be done. 

They organised voluntary Awareness Workshops 
where they could learn about the needs of customers 
with disabilities. Those who complete the course are 
given a “Helping Hand’ badge. Over six thousand of 
our staff members now proudly wear it, md do their 


utmost to help fulfill their own 


promise of, ‘An equal level of 
service for everyone.’ 

One of the first things they 
noticed was that customers in 
wheelchairs found it difficult 
to reach up to ; 
the flat surface 4 
at the checkout to 
fill out their cheques. 


To remedy this they began providing apehte 


This quickly developed into a 


special cheque signing plate 
with a clip to hold the cheque 
in place and a pocket for the 
cheque card. 


Produce bags are being 


put at a lower level where everyone can reach them. 

To help make shopping easier for people with 
hearing disabilities, several of our staff volunteered to 
learn sign language. So far four 
hundred are able to sign like 
Vicky Curtis in the photograph, 
# and more are learning every day. 
L With the help of the National 
[ @ Institute for the Deaf, we have 
2m installed Minicom telephones at 
| @ all our store offices, and our staff 
are being forte to use them. These allow messages 
to be typed over the phone. 

At the same time we're evaluating the use of 
hearing loops at our service counters and checkouts. 
If they prove successful, they too 
=f will be installed in our stores. 

After tests, tactile signs for fire 
exits and lavatories are being 
~ | introduced, and the Royal National 

= Institute for the Blind has carried 
out an audit of one of our stores to help us plan 
what we can best do to help our blind and partially 
sighted customers. 

‘Servicecall’, a system which allows a driver with 
disabilities to call an attendent to serve him with 
petrol, has been successfully tested and is being rolled 
out at all our petrol stations. 

We've come a long way, but there's still more 

work to be done. ) 

If you have any ideas on how oo 
we can make Sainsburys better 
for you, please contact your local 


manager or call us on 0800 63 62 62 
(Sam - Opm, Monday - Saturday). 


Our biggest challenge is to make sure that your 
biggest challenge is not the local supermarket. 


Sainsburys. 
Everyones favourite ingredient. 
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10 Party conferences 


Nic Paton and Rod 
Hermeston report from 


the party conferences 


Labour moved a step closer to 
committing itself to “fast- 
track” civil rights legislation for 
disabled people at this year’s 
party conference in Brighton. 

During the debate on civil 
rights, Liverpool Riverside del- 
egate Gerry Kinsella called on 
a future Labour Government to 
“ensure that this [civil rights] 
bill is on the fast-track of Tony 
Blair’s superhighway”. 

In reply, Shadow Home Secre- 
tary Jack Straw pledged: “We 
will work hard not to disrupt 
legislation on civil rights for 
disabled people, but to ensure 
that it through very 
quickly indeed.” 


goes 


Labour 


This contrasted with the more 
cautious line taken by Shadow 
Minister for Disabled People’s 
Rights Tom Clarke. 

Labour would have a lot on its 
plate and he could not guaran- 
tee a bill within the symbolic 
“first hundred days” of a new 
Government, he said. “A hun- 
dred days is a very short time.” 

But Labour would not simply 
tinker with the Government’s 
anti-discrimination bill, he 
added. Even if the bill included 
an enforcement commission, it 
would not be enough. 

Mr Clarke said a Labour 
Minister for Disabled People’s 
Rights would report directly to 
Tony Blair, rather than operate 
from a single department as at 
present. He envisaged an 
agency along the lines of the 
Overseas Development Admin- 
istration, which is the aid wing of 
the Foreign and Commonwealth 
Office and an autonomous gov- 
ernment department. 

This was a conference where 
disabled delegates were highly 


visible and present in large num- 

bers. Delegates did not confine 

themselves to disability issues. 
Tayside delegate Anne Begg 


spoke in the debates on the 


minimum wage and women’s 
quotas. She hopes to be selected 
as a prospective parliamentary 
candidate for Aberdeen South. 
If she wins, she will become the 
first full-time wheelchair-using 
MP in the Commons. 

Disability also raised its head in 
other debates. Shadow Chancel- 


lor Gordon Brown pledged to 


reduce VAT on fuel from 8.5 to 5 
per cent, “to cut the tax on keep- 
ing warm for millions of pension- 
ers and low income families”. 

On transport, the conference 
called for the National Executive 
Committee to study “the accessi- 
bility, availability and general 
acceptability of buses, trams and 
other public transport”. 

Paul Boateng, Shadow Minis- 
ter for Legal Affairs, called for 
legal aid offices and courts to 
be made more accessible. 

But what pleased disabled del- 
egates most, after ignoring dis- 
ability altogether last year, was 
Tony Blair’s pledge that “there 
should be no discrimination on 
grounds of disability, gender, 
age, sexuality or race”. 

Mr Blair’s speech promised a 
technological revolution in edu- 
cation, making lap-top com- 
puters available to every child. 
The implications of this for dis- 
abled children were largely 
ignored, however, in the row 
that followed over grant-main- 
tained schools. 

Mr Blair also promised to 
replace National _ Lottery 
organiser Camelot with an 


Liverpool delegate Gerry Kinsella addressing the conference nic PATON 


“efficient, non-profit-making 
promoter” once Camelot’s con- 
tract expires in six years time. 


Criticism 

The strongest Lottery criticism 
came from Lord Attenborough, 
attending a fringe meeting of 
Labour’s Advisory Committee 
on Disability and the Arts. 

“Not a penny of Lottery 
money should go to any organi- 
sation that does not take the 
full requirements of disability 
into account,” he said. 

The conference also saw the 
launch of a Labour Disability 
Group, bringing Labour in line 
with the other main parties 
(DN September). It was 
attended by more than 60 peo- 
ple and included MEP Richard 


Howitt. Delegates welcomed 
the group but complained that 
the venue, a pub on _ the 
seafront, was cramped. 

This echoed one of the confer- 
ence’s main problems: 
Brighton’s lack of access. There 
was a shortage of accessible 
accommodation, complained 
delegates. Fringe meetings, even 
when listed as accessible, some- 
times were not. Some delegates 
suggested that Labour should 
boycott the town in future. 

Inside, facilities were better. 
There was sign-language trans- 
lation and a ramp on to the 
podium. But Glasgow delegate 
Larry Nugent complained that 
the disabled men’s toilet was out 
of order, while the lift door was 
“like a sideways guillotine”. 


Labour moves towards 


fast-track civil rights 


* Carers’ rights will be 
strengthened under a future 
Labour Government, said 
Shadow Health Secretary | 
Margaret Beckett during her 
conference speech. True care 
in the community would be a 
“key challenge of Tony 
Blair’s government”, added 
MP Malcolm Wicks, author 
of the Carers (Recognition 
and Services) Bill, at a fringe 
meeting organised by the 
Alzheimer’s Disease Society. 


* The Government is running 


a “pogrom” against people 
who used to receive Invalidity 
Benefit, said Shadow Foreign 
Secretary Robin Cook at a 
meeting organised by the left- 
wing newspaper Tribune. The 
paperwork benefit recipients 
now had to fill in to receive 
the new Incapacity Benefit 
was “an insult”, he added. 


* The Government’s contro- 
versial Compensation 
Recovery Unit should be 
scrapped or “set on the 
employers” who cause work- 
place injuries, demanded 
Lilithgow delegate Jim Swan 
during the conference debate 
on benefits and taxes. 


¢ Labour’s was the first “vir- 
tual” party conference, with 
a “cybercafé” incorporating 
Internet stations and demon- 
strations of virtual reality. 
Speeches, including Labour 
leader Tony Blair’s, were put 
on the ’net to allow them to 
be accessed around the world. 


First Class personal attention 
All Single Rooms 


Views of open countryside 


Re SS Oe Oe RO de OME 


Competitive rates 


Need a Break for Yourself or your Carer? 
if so 


Helen Ley House 


Providing Respite Care for People with Multiple Sclerosis 
Offers You 


Qualified Nursing Staff at all times 
Varied choice of Menu including Special Diets 


Daily Outings and other Leisure activities 
Physiotherapy: Aromatherapy: Yoga 
Hairdressing service available on site 
Transport Service from Midlands possible 


Still interested? 

Then write or telephone: The Helen Ley Home, 
Bericote Road, Blackdown, LEAMINGTON SPA 
CV32 6QP. Tel: 01926 313550. Fax: 01926 888972 
Reg. Charity No. 288362 
A warm welcome awaits all our guests old and new 
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Ashdown ‘guarantee’ falls short 


Full of promises, but short of del- 
egates, the Liberal Democrats’ 
conference in Glasgow pledged a 
civil rights bill for disabled people 
by backing its paper Access for 
All. 

The “Liberal Democrat Guar- 
antee” was Paddy Ashdown’s 
favourite phrase during his 
speech the next day. It was a 
pity, then, that he failed to make 
any reference to the paper his 
party had just endorsed. 

“I felt it was a serious omis- 
sion of a really exciting bit of 
policy. It was very sad not to 
mention it at all,” complained 
Pat Atherton, chair of the Lib- 
eral Democrat disability group. 


Disability and Social Security 
Spokesperson Liz Lynne wel- 
comed Access for All as a “very 
coherent” policy. “It would have 
been easy for us to make wild 
promises... but we will fully cost 
our policies before the next gen- 
eral election,” she said. 


BSL recognition 

An amendment proposed for- 
mal recognition of British Sign 
Language (BSL) and for emer- 
gency service and public service 
staff to be trained in its use. 

Mr Ashdown did mention 
asthma when he sang the praises 
of his party’s transport policy. 
Transporting People was aimed 


at cutting pollution, he said, 
highlighting the link between 
rising emissions and the grow- 
ing incidence of asthma. 

Its provisions include giving 
local authorities power to 
enforce vehicle emission levels 
and lowering excise duty on 
more fuel-efficient cars. 

Health spokesperson Alex 
Carlile criticised the standards 
of care homes in the private sec- 
tor. “While the Labour Party ~ 
sees taxation as the t-word, we 
would see taxation as a neces- 
sary way of paying for the care 
of the elderly,” he said. 

But at a fringe meeting organ- 
ised by the Commission on Social 
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-¢ Tories await their bill 


CONSERVATIVE 


Disabled delegates gathered in 
Blackpool in eager anticipation 
of the Government’s Disability 
Discrimination Bill (DDB) 
passing into law this autumn. 
During the debate on benefits, 
Wimbledon disabled delegate 
Kevin Shinkwin took to the 
podium to congratulate the 
Government. “This bill is testi- 
mony to a Government that lis- 
tens and to a Government who 
cares. Whatever the Alan 


Howarth’s may say, we all know 
that our party is a caring party.” 
The bill was redrawing the 
map for disabled people and 
represented “a first step on a 
long road”, he said to applause. 
But Mr Shinkwin’s contribu- 


Kevin Shinkwin: caring party 


tion was the high point in a con- 
ference where disability was 
generally ignored on the main 
floor, perhaps a reflection that 
the DDB is nearly home and dry. 
Prime Minister John Major’s 
speech, which some delegates 
had predicted would refer to the 
the bill, made no specific men- 
tion of disability, unless his ref- 
erence to the party protecting 
those that were not “thrusting 
and confident and fit” in society 
was code for disabled people. 
However, Mr Major did tackle 
the issue of long-term care costs. 
He said that “new forms of sav- 
ings, new kinds of insurance 
[and] more flexible use of pen- 
sions” should be encouraged to 
help ease the financial burden, 
though his plan to allow pen- 
sions to be used towards the cost 


of care (DN October) has been 
criticised by Age Concern and 
pensions bodies. 

Social Security Secretary Peter 
Lilley announced a comput- 
erised benefit card to cut fraud, 
restrictions on benefits to asy- 
lum seekers entering the UK 
and the extension of a scheme 
to reward Post Office staff who 
uncover benefit fraudsters. He 
also praised the DDB. “No 
Government has a better record 
on helping disabled people. It’s 


a record to be proud of.” 
His proposals were immedi- 


ately attacked by disability 
groups. Lorna Reith, director of 
Disability Alliance, said many 
asylum seekers were survivors of 
torture or civil war and were 
disabled. Cutting their benefit 
entitlement would lead _ to 
“increased stress for a desper- 
ately vulnerable group”. Rosalie 
Everatt of the charity Pain Wise 
UK said Mr Lilley’s Post Office 
plan would discriminate against 
people with invisible disabilities. 
Transport Secretary Sir George 
Young pledged to improve park- 
ing controls to help disabled 
drivers, while Heritage Secretary 
Virginia Bottomley backed 
Camelot over the National Lot- 
tery. “Many charities have 
already benefited,” she said. 
New Minister for Disabled 
People Alistair Burt spoke to the 
Conservative Disability Group. 
He said he was keen to balance 
the concerns of disabled people 
and employers in implementing 
the DDB. “It is absolutely cru- 
cial to work with the key players 
to make sure that their hopes and 
aspirations are fully realised, but 
without fear and trepidation to 
those who provide the services.” 
An enforcement commission, 
which many disability organisa- 
tions want, would be perceived 
by employers as too confronta- 
tional to work effectively, he said. 
Most delegates seemed happy 


Minister for Disabled People Alistair Burt cut the cake to celebrate the 


first birthday of Scope (formerly The Spastics Society). He was joined 
by vice chairman Glynn Vernon and chief executive Richard Brewster. 
There was also a cake and reception at the Labour conference. Nic PATON 


with the conference facilities 
and access around Blackpool. 
John Farr, a delegate from New- 
port, echoed the views of many 
when he said the biggest barriers 
disabled people faced were those 
in their heads. “And there is 
nothing wrong with my head.” 
However, when DN visited a 
“fully accessible” restaurant in 
the town, we found a step at the 
door and inaccessible toilets. 


Lack of buzz 

Vauxhall delegate Robert Hal- 
fon summed up the mood of 
delegates. “There is unity, but 
the buzz has gone.” 

For the second year running, a 
dispute broke out between the 
conference organisers and the 
British Deaf Association (BDA) 
over the provision of sign-lan- 


SIE 


¥ Liberal 
Democrats 


Justice, Europe spokesperson 
Charles Kennedy said that, in the 
next 30 years, people might have 
to invest in their old age and care 
instead of simply leaving prop- 
erty to their children. 

“Perhaps we need a more radi- 
cal rethink of our attitude to 
property and the transfer of 
wealth down generations.” 

There was much soul-search- 
ing on the National Lottery. 
Conference voted to abolish the 


Lottery Scratchcard, cap the 
maximum prize money and 
review the distribution of funds. 

“Instead of 5.6 per cent going 
to charities we should have 20 
per cent,” said Lambeth activist 
Charles Anglin. 

Conference also voted to scrap 
charges for eye tests and freeze 
prescription charges. 

There was sign language inter- 
pretation for the main confer- 
ence and, on the whole, access to 
the two venues was good, 
though sometimes inconvenient. 

Beth Gee a wheelchair user, 
found the doors were often 
heavy. The floor on the exhibi- 
tion centre was slippery, as were 
some marble surfaces. However, 
all fringe meetings were accessi- 
ble to wheelchair users. 


Ann McLean, from Swale Bor- 
ough Council and a wheelchair 
user, said she could not turn 
round in a toilet for disabled 
people at the Moat House. 

Visually impaired people were 
bound to struggle, because signs 
were badly designed or lacking 
at both venues. Signs at the 
fringe were elegant but unread- 
able at more than two paces. 

Parking spaces for disabled 
drivers were only accessible after 
dashing through a taxi rank and 
it waS a squeeze to get doors 
opened and a wheelchair out. 

“I can only do what is 
humanly possible,” said confer- 
ence and events organiser Penny 
McCormack. “I know one of 
them [the complainers] is a pro- 
fessional moaner.” 


guage interpreters. There was 
no interpretation from the 
podium and, BDA claimed, 
interpreters who were available 
were inadequately trained. 

Conservative Central Office 
head of news Vanessa Ford said 


she was “concerned”, but 
defended the decision to use 
individual translators. “We 


have tried to do something we 
thought was positive.” 


PRICE? 


* People should not assume 
the state will provide for long- 
term care, warned Health 
Minister John Bowis at a 
fringe meeting of the Continu- 
ing Care Conference. He said: 
“We need to get people suffi- 
ciently worried to look ahead 
to make that provision for 
themselves and their family.” 


¢ Anglian Water, which has 
started a compulsory water 
metering programme, is to 
pay £2 million into a charita- 
ble trust to help customers in 
debt. No one with “a medical 
condition” will be penalised 
by the programme, said man- 
aging director Alan Smith. 
But it was condemned by dis- 
abled shareholder Margaret 
Murcott. “They are taking 
the water away and giving it 
back as charity,” she fumed. 


* The effects of osteoporosis 


need to be hammered home to 
GPs and local authorities, said 
Health Minister Baroness 
Cumberlege at a packed fringe 
meeting run by the National 
Osteoporosis Society. “We 
need pressure from below as 
well as from above,” she said. 


* The Mines Advisory Group 
was thwarted in its plan to 
illustrate the disabling effects 
of anti-personnel 
Police confiscated __ the 
dummy mines it was plan- 
ning to display on its stand. 


mines. 


PRESSURE? 


Flot’air cushions are perfectly in balance 


FLOTAIR 


Interface pressures reduced by 50%. 
Increased stability, comfort and economy. 
Ask for information and a £25 discount voucher. 


KAROMED LTD 
Millfield, Chard, Somerset, TA20 2BB. 
Tel: 01460 6603 
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The millionaire who couldn’t read 


Ronald Davis was labelled “mentally retarded” at school. Nic Paton learns how he overcame autism and dyslexia. 


When the American author 
Ronald Davis speaks, every 
word is carefully and con- 


sciously articulated, as if to 
make sure that his thoughts fol- 
low on correctly. We are due to 
chat about his book, The Gift of 
Dyslexia, now on its fourth 
printing in the US, but, an hour 
later, we are still discussing his 
life, philosophy and dyslexia. He 
is obviously a man who enjoys 
talking, and with good reason. 

Now 56, he grew up in Utah, a 
child who was autistic and 
dyslexic. 

“The treatment was that I sat 
in the corner of the classroom 
with a handkerchief on my 
head. For the first four years I 
was there, I was oblivious to 
being anywhere.” 

At ‘the age™ -olm 12s" athe 
words “uneducably mentally 
retarded” appeared on _ his 
school record. 

“That let the school off the 
hook as far as them needing to 
educate me. It also gave me 
something to be ashamed of for 
the rest of my life.” 

It was not until the age of 17 
that he took an IQ test. He 
scored 137. “It was ‘oh my God 
weve made a mistake, this 
thing has an IQ. let’s give it 
speech therapy and teach it how 
to talk and read’.” 

He learnt to talk, but remained 
unable to read. “At the age of 38, 
I could score 169 on the IQ test 


Ronald Davis hid his illiteracy behind a successful business 


but I couldn’t read a menu in a 
restaurant. It wasn’t that I 
couldn’t read at all; it was just 
that what the average person 
could read in five minutes would 
take me an hour.” 

It is a credit both to him and 
the attitudes of US employers 
that by this time he had become 
a millionaire — twice over. First 
he was an engineer. 


U 


“In the US they have a situation 
where, if you are competent at 
doing something, and you can 
demonstrate that competence, 
you can be certified as an engi- 
neer without having the univer- 
sity degree behind it. 

“I started three engineering 
companies that I led simultane- 
ously. All of them were partner- 
ships because I had to have 
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Master Craftsmen Working For You 
Head Office: Jordans, Partridge Lane, Rusper, Sussex RH12 4RW 


Tel No: 01293 871019 Fax: 01293 871007 


someone there who could do 
the parts I could not. 

“People did not know that I 
was illiterate. I was very good at 
hiding it. And what better way to 
hide it than by being successful?” 

By the late 1960s, the counter 
culture revolution was in full 
swing in America and Davis, by 
this time a self-made million- 
aire, decided to walk away from 
his success and become a hippie 
in California. 

“Of all the things that I had 
failed at, failing in that lifestyle 
was the worst. It was almost 
like failing at being a failure. I 
failed because of the drugs. 

“Tt wasn’t that I had a moral or 
ethical issue there, I just didn’t 
like what they did to me. I only 
fully understand it now, but 
those drugs caused me to be 
completely disoriented. And dis- 
orientation has been at the root 
of all my problems all of my life. 
To deliberately do that to your- 
self was a horrible experience.” 

He had a number of jobs, 
finally ending up selling real 
estate, where he made his sec- 
ond million. When the market 
started to take a downturn, he 
retired and took up painting, 
with profound results. 

“I began to notice that when I 
was at my artistic best, I was at 
my learning disability worst. 

“I realised I was not seeing the 
picture with my eyes, I was see- 
ing it with my mind. It didn’t 


Superior vehicle conversions for people with disabilities wishing to travel 
in their own wheelchairs 


VW CARAVELLE 

Our multi purpose People 
Carrier so flexible it can seat 
up to 3 wheelchair passengers 
and 2 able bodied people. 
Other options include: 


1 wheelchair and 4 other non 
wheelchair passengers. 


Introducing the: 


Tel: 01484 400795 Fax: 01484 400796 
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Works and Northern Office: Unit G, Royd Mill, 


THE UNIVERSAL 
FIAT FIORINO 1.7 DIESEL 


or 1.4 Petrol 
Our best seller so far. 


A super value for money 
quality conversion trimmed 
to the highest specification by 
our team of dedicated Master 
Craftsmen. 
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matter if my eyes were open or 
closed, I could see the picture. 
What would happen if I 
changed the perspective of how 
I was looking at the picture in 
my mind’s eye, I wondered? As 
soon as I did that I knew I had 
found something. 


“All of my senses were disori- _ 


ented. If I tried to, say, look at it 
from the other side, the rest of 
the world reversed. 

“The sensations inside me 
started going berserk. The next 
thing I knew I was hugging the 
toilet. I was very nauseated. 

“I was terrified I had lost my 
ability to experience reality. I 


EE Le NT Oh 
“I felt connected to the 
centre of the earth and 
everything in between 
was okay. It was then I 


realised | could read.” 
PES APOE ee SOON AERC ACO As ae 


experienced the most severe 
headaches I have ever had in my 
life. But then I found a place 
above and behind my head 
where I allowed my mind’s eye to 
be. I found what I call the com- 
fort zone. I felt connected to the 
centre of the earth and every- 
thing in between was okay. It was 
then I realised I could read.” 

He rushed out to his local 
library and sat down and read a 
book from cover to cover for the 
first time. It was Robert Louis 
Stevenson’s Treasure Island. 

“For the first time in my life I 


was emotionally out of that. 


corner. It was the first time I felt 
that I was a real human being 
and deserved to be.” 

But this was only the start. In 
July 1981, he formed the Read- 
ing Research Council to try to 
develop a methodology for 
what he had found and correct 
the learning disability aspect of 
dyslexia. By April 1982, he 
believed he had cracked it and 
felt able to put it all down in a 
book. He is now working on a 
second book of case histories. 

“We had in mind that the 
mother of a nine-year-old could 
sit down with her child and read 
step one, have the child do it, 
read step two, do it and so 
forth, and in less than a year the 
learning disability aspect of that 
child’s life will be eliminated. 

“Now it is understandable why, 
when a child is trying to read, he 
says ‘well the words got up and 
they walked off the page and 
now they are lying around on the 
carpet’. It is real to that child.” 


The Gift of Dyslexia is reviewed 
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) Direct Specially designed for you... 


| A Plan to protect 
those you care for... 


THE DISABLED PERSONS PROTECTION PLAN 


Securing a substantial level of 
financial protection for those you 
care for is essential. But finding 
the right cover at a price you can 
easily afford, can be difficult if 
not impossible. That's why we've 
developed in conjunction with 
Cornhill Direct, one of the UK's 
leading insurance companies, 
The Disabled Persons Protection 
Plan. A low cost 10 year term 

life insurance policy, it will give 
those you care so much for, the 
financial security they need in 


For you - peacefpf mind for up to 10 years 


i 


the unfortunate event of 

your death. 
For you - Real peace of mind from Apply today - no need to go through 
as little as £10 a month a medical examination 


Our premiums have been kept s We will guarantee that you will never 

deliberately low to enable you to give Give the be asked to attend a medical 

those you care for the protection they examination as part of the acceptance 
iia! Sheovabs ones you | | 

need against possible financial worries. process, but a doctor's report will 

The Plan is for anyone aged between Care for the probably be required. All you will be 

20 and 60 years. As we do expect there rotection asked on your application is basic 

to be some conditions that can not be health information, a smoker 

covered we would advise that you call t cy deserve question and to sign a simple 

DPIS to discuss your eligibility. A For full details, declaration. Based on the information 

separate Carer/Partner Protection Plan complete and you provide on your application and 

for able bodied Carers/Partners return the coupon if necessary the facts provided by 

is also available. PAO GE PRS your doctor, we will make a decision 


Representative only of CORNHILL INSURANCE PLC for the 0345 488 488 as to whether you will be accepted for 


urpose of effecting investment business introductions only. : 
CORNHILL INSURANCE PLC is regulated by the Personal All calls will be charged cover under the Plan. 


Investment Authority for life assurance and pensions business. at local rate 
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Healing gives ‘profound peace’ 


pain relief. I felt a profound 
peace, which I had not 
experienced before. It has made 
me look at everything differently. 
Healing seems to be able to 
put you in touch with your 
inner self, and feel more 
positive about life. To be able to 
find that peace is essential to 
move forward — to grow. 
Dave Hayes 
Scope Executive Council member 


In reply to your news story, 
“Net too expensive” (DN 
September), I would like to 
offer a few money saving ideas 
so that readers are not deterred 
from using the Internet. 

Sarah Davies’ complaint seems 
to be that she has to spend a 
long time on the telephone to 
read and write electronic mail 
and read your news service. 
This appears to be because she 
is working online, ie doing this 
while using the telephone. 

There are a number of 
programs that allow you to 
work offline, ie connect using 
the phone, grab what you need, 
send anything you have 
written, and then disconnect, 
so that you can read and write 
in your own time without 
clocking up your phone bill. 

These programs are known as 
“offline readers” and can be 
purchased cheaply, sometimes 
for free. Mine cost £18 and 
Saves me pounds every month. 
It allows me to work in the day 


When I badly damaged my 
shoulder recently, I was told by 
doctors that nothing could be 
done: it would get better in time. 
I was in so much pain I 
decided to contact Sheena 
Laurent, mentioned in your 
complementary therapy series 
(DN September). To my 
amazement, she was able to 
work wonders with the pain. 
But I found much more than 


Disability 
Today. 


Unfair review 


It was with growing incredulity 
that I read your reviewer’s 
extraordinarily inadequate and 
dismissive review of Tony 
Gould’s historical survey of 
polio, A Summer Plague. 

I feel he fails in the two-fold 
task of a reviewer: he gives no 
objective indication of the 
book’s aim and content, nor 
attempts to evaluate how well 


Disability Today is a new monthly television programme for 
disabled people, their families and carers, in fact anyone who 
has an interest in disability issues. The programme will provide 
information about leisure, work, education, benefits and curr- 
ent issues in an accessible and entertaining format. Progra- 
mmes will be screened on BBC2 at 4.45am during October 
through April 1996, so get your video machines ready! 

Check Radio Times & Ceefax for details. 


Disability Today is an Open Access Programme 


benefits 
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Instead Tom Shakespeare 
comes perilously close to abusing 
his readers’ trust because he 
exploits his column inches to 


Involved in solving seating problems? 


INTRODUCING 
THE ADJUSTABLE 
CHAIR YOU NEED 


NO TOOLS 
TO ADJUST! 


Hoist on their own petard 
DN’s Graham Boole and Nic 
Paton were gob-smacked when 
they arrived at Arjo’s Naidex 
stand to photograph the Trixie 
hoist (for elderly and disabled 
people) and were told they 
couldn’t ask a disabled visitor 
to “model” it. Apparently, Arjo 
only use able-bodied people for 
their promotional work; using 
disabled models would be 
“abusing” disabled people. The 
stand manager had to phone 
head office. By the time he got 
the go ahead, no volunteer was 
in sight. Not surprisingly. ~ 


<4] The new Spa 2000 Controller Chair requires 


no tools to make all the adjustments you 


need. No spanners, screwdrivers, nuts or 


bolts. For a full information pack on this 


superb chair which comfortably fits both 
children and adults, call now or post the 


coupon today. 


| 01702 
rr 527401 


Absolutely No --- 
Tools Required !! 


pack on the new chair that requires 
absolutely no tools to adapt it. 


‘Eat beans’ 

The Mirror has highlighted the 
case of “wheelchair victim” 
Janette Earle who got a letter 
from Cheshire county council 
saying her needs were being 
“re-focused” and her meals 
would be simpler — like baked 
beans on toast and baked pota- 


SEND 
FREEPOST 
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Post today to: RBF Products Ltd, Freepost (RM1178), Southend On Sea, SS2 6BR 
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Saving money on the ’Net 


and then connect at cheap rate 
to transfer messages. 

Using the World Wide Web is 
not so well suited to offline use, 
but you can still disconnect 
when you find a page of 
information that will take a 
while to read. Alternatively, 
most web browsers (used to 
view pages of information) 
allow you to print the pages so 
that you can read them later. 

Finally, if you are not within a 
local phone call of the Internet, 
find out if there are any service 
providers with a PoP (telephone 
access point) near you. Many 
now have PoPs all over the 
country and very few people 
should have to dial regional or 
long-distance numbers. You can 
get a list of them from one of 
the Internet magazines at your 
newsagent. 

If anyone wants further inform- 
ation, contact me at pmatthews 
@cix.compulink.co.uk 
Paul Matthews 
Alvaston, Derby 


grind a political axe. He 
condemns the book for not 
dealing with the disability 
“issue” in the way he himself 
would prefer, almost ignoring 
as irrelevant the fact that it has 
quite different purposes. 

It’s hard to see any sign of a 
serious attempt to evaluate the 
major part of the work as a 
definitive, factual account of 
the sudden, bewildering eruption 
of polio and its aftermath this 
century, nor that it shows an 
obvious depth of research and 
wealth of authentic detail. 
Mary Gould (“old polio”, no 
relation) 

Romsey, Hants 
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toes. No more meat and two 
veg. And how about fresh fruit? 
Graham Rideal, one of 
Janette’s local church group, 
who raised money for her 
electric wheelchair, was 
disgusted: “Is this another 
example of cost cutting? And 
how many other people are in 
situations like this?” If you 
know of others, let DN know. 


Law in action 


Fresh from a trip to the States, 
DN brings assurances that the 
Americans with Disabilities Act 
is alive and kicking. Apologies 
for photo, but you can see there’s 
a Federal Transit Project to make 
“accessibility modifications” to 
the San Rafael ferry terminal, 
north of San Francisco. Good 
for disabled commuters... 


Student 


turns 
journalist 


Stuart Taylor writes: Hi read- 
ers. Who says dreams don’t 
come true? Over the last few 
weeks my life has changed 
direction dramatically. 

There I was all geared up to 
embark on a HND course at 
Swansea Institute, when I read 
an advertisement in my local 
paper, the Evening Post, asking 
for applicants for the position 
of trainee journalist. 

As I mentioned last month, it 
has been my ambition to be a 
(sports) journalist. 

The advertisement talked of 
“a rare opportunity”. This is 
not to be missed, I thought to 
myself. So I applied, not really 
believing I had a chance. 

I was given an interview, much 
to my disbelief. It was the first 
formal interview I had attended 
and the adrenalin was pumping 
like never before. It was fairly 
intense, but I felt it went well. 

A week later I received a 
phone call from the editor 
telling me that I had not got the 
job. He thought I would be 
unable to cope with the active 
nature of it. But he was 
prepared to offer me a two-and- 
a-half year training contract as 
a sports reporter. There was 
..one disadvantage — I had to 
find funding for my training. 

This took considerable time 
and effort, but after a lot of 
negotiating I found funding 
through West Wales PACT. 

There is another hurdle to 
overcome. I will be studying for 
an NVQ ina residential college 
in Sheffield for three months, 
starting in March. 

I feel very nervous at the 
prospect of living in a strange 
city. But I am 100 per cent 
certain I will cope, even if it is 
only on chips and chocolate. 

I can’t begin to describe how 
much this opportunity means 
to me — though it also means I 
will not be continuing with this 
diary. Still, I hope in a few 
years’ time you will be reading 
my name in the national papers. 
Stranger things have happened. 


Good luck, Stuart! And wel- 
come next month to Marigold 
Hope, who is taking over, 
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Looking for 
Transport? 


Renault, Ford, 


Nissan or Volkswagen 
Look no further than a 
Brotherwood Conversion 

for purchase, Lease or Hire. 


Renault ‘Eco’ 1.9 Ltr Diesel £11,566 On the road pric 


INTERIOR HEADROOM 1420mm (561) . 
TSENG ACCESS HEIGHT 1420Nm (56m) | | 


1.8 Ltr Diesel £13,854 On the road price 


PASSENGER AREA LENGTH 1500wq (59) | 7 ——~ INTERIOR HEADROOM 150mm (élw)] 


—= ACCESS HEIGHT | 
A 1500nm (59m) | 
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} INTERIOR HEADROOM 1370mm (54in) 
ACCESS HEIGHT 1300nm (511) 
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We sell Secondhand refurbished Nissan Prairies Mkl and MkII, with full parts and labour 
warrantee. Please phone for full details and an information pack, or visit our factory showroom. 
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Pillar Box Lane, Beer Hackett, Sherborne, Dorset. DT? 6QP + Telephone: 01935 872603 +» Fax: 01935 872853 
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It was wet, wet, wet at the 
Southampton International 
Boat Show in September, but 
there was plenty to see and do 
if you remembered your 
umbrella. As well as the rain, 
the show had everything water- 
related, from nautical 
kitchenware to the latest in 
boating technology. 

Although there were only six 
parking spaces for disabled 
drivers, we managed to find a 
space near the back entrance. 
We could only enter this way 


because we already had tickets. 
Apart from a few exhibits, the 
show was on the flat. There 
were bridges to some parts, but 
the organisers countered this by 
handing out passes to disabled 
people so they could use staff 
gates at ground level instead. 
Dedicated yachtswoman 
Carolyn Sinclair was in her 
element. She started sailing as a 
child in Plymouth and met her 
husband Colin at the boat show 
17 years ago. Since then she has 
sailed round the world and 


Wet weekends: the Countess Ro-Ro offers fully accessible holidays for wheelchair users 


competed in the Fastnet race. 

So what appeals about the 
sport? “Sailing’s brilliant. The 
kick you get from it is 
unbelievable. On our boat we 
can reach speeds of 12-15 knots. 
It’s so exhilarating.” 

Carolyn has had multiple 
sclerosis for 12 years but is 
determined to carry on sailing 
and encourage other disabled 
people to try the sport. 

“I don’t want to be a ‘disabled 
sailor’. I’m very into sailing as a 
sport that everyone can do.” 


send a gift of 
fresh flowers 
this Christmas 


and give your favourite newspaper a 
present too! (a donation will be made to 
Disability Now from each purchase) 


Whatever the occasion, fresh flowers make the perfect gift. All 
prices include flowers, fern, bouquet wrap, personalised 
message, flower food, care guide and delivery to any UK or 
Eire address by 1st class post in a protective gift box. All 
flowers are despatched “in bud” to ensure freshness. 

Just complete the order form below and post with payment to 
Disability Now Bouquet Offer, Flying Flowers, PO Box 473, 
St Helier, Jersey JE4 9WE or tel (01534) 865665 (8am-6pm, 


are not affected”. 


7 days a week) or fax (01534) 865554 quoting your credit 
card details and ref: SPS/XM95/A. 

Flying Flowers guarantee that “in the unlikely event of 
complaint (received within 7 days) they will replace the bouquet 
to the same value or refund your money. Your statutory rights 


Prices valid until 31 December 1995. Christmas orders must 
be received by 8 December. 


My address 


SPS/XM95/A 


Please send: 


12 mixed carnations & fern 


& fern (as illustratied) 


Send to: Name 


10 carnations, 5 sprays & 2 gypsophilia 


tick here 


Post code 


Message (max 10 words) 


Date required by 


| enclose my cheque/PO for £ 


Expiry date 


or please debit my Access/Visa account number 


or for Christmas inal 
payable to Flying Flowers Ltd, 


Signature 


If necessary please give additional names and addresses on 
be guaranteed. Registered in Jersey No. 2044, Flying Flower: 
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a separate sheet. Although flowers are sen 


t 1st class, the exact delivery date cannot 
s Ltd, Retreat Farm, St Lawrence, Jersey, 


The wet 


Seasoned sailor Carolyn Sinclair showed Alis\ 


boats with a main sail which is , 


easy to furl and unfurl. Several 
of their boats had a sail which 
could be operated with only 
one rope and very little effort. 

They were also happy to 
discuss adaptations for disabled 
people. “We'd find out what they 
want and what they can and 
can’t do and adapt it to suit.” 

The general feeling was that 
someone with reduced mobility 
may need help getting on to the 
boat. Once you were on, most 
exhibitors saw few limitations 
to what you could do. 


She believes you don’t have to 
go to a sailing club for disabled 
people if you don’t want to. 
With a few adaptations most 
boats can be made accessible to 
people with disabilities. 

Carolyn thought the overall 
reaction from the exhibitors 
was good. “People were happy 
to discuss modifications.” 


Billions of boats 

Carolyn sails a Laser Dart 
catamaran. There was one 
exhibited at the show. Although 
sailing these small racing yachts 
can be quite physical, she does 
not have to stand up at all. 

“T just crawl around on my 
hands and knees. Everybody 
crawls around the boat and 
therefore nobody notices me. A 
disabled person in this situation 
is really on an equal level.” 

As well as racing yachts there 
were plenty of alternatives for 
people interested in less 


Mike Wood in his custom-built 
yacht, complete with lift 


They suggested adding extra 
grab handles and seating inside 
the boat or using different 
coloured and textured ropes if 
you are visually impaired. They 
also mentioned that there are 
audio and braille instruments 
on the market. 

Laser, who build racing 
yachts, suggested someone with 
limited strength should look for 


INTERNATIONAL 


BOAT SHOW 


Disability NOW offers 


High powered 
hands free 


foldable magnifier 
only £9.95 inc p&p 


See clearly with this handy, foldable magnifier. 
Objects on the tabletop are clearly magnified 
without the need to focus, leaving your hands free. The 
magnifying lens measures a generous 4in in diameter and is made from a high quality pla 
will magnify objects up to 8 dioptre strength. 

The base of the unit is calibrated in centimetres and inches to 


assist with accurate positioning. When not in use the unit folds flat 
for easy storage. 


| enclose my cheque/PO (no cash) for £ 
offer. Or debit my [_] Access _] Visa Card No. Expiry date 


ET SPT [EST iP |e 


made payable to DN mag 


Orders are processed within 46 
receipt. Please allow 21-28 d 
delivery. If you are not satisfied, 
refund your money if you ret 
goods undamaged within a wee! 


Please send me: magnifiers @ £9.95 each 


Send to: DN magnifier offer, JEM House, 
Little Mead, Cranleigh, Surrey, GU6 8ND 
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Id: the show had every kind of equipment for safe sailing including lifeboats and lifejackets 


dating, including motor boats and 
ats. 

ntess Ro-Ro was a cruising yacht 
ay Princess Anne at the show. It is 
hild of Mike Wood, a wheelchair 
elf, who saw a gap in the market. 
disappointed in what was offered 
organisations,” he said. “The boats 


4 1IS¢ ; 
SOID AYMYOOG = 


ae 


were incredibly expensive and 
didn’t offer hands-on sailing. 
We are going to subsidise this 
boat so that disabled people 
can afford to use it.” 

The boat has a ramp to allow 
wheelchairs to roll on and off. It 
also has wide passageways and 


§ DynaVox 


Ldn Mrorl 
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ALISON MILLER 


a hydraulic lift so that every 
part is accessible. 

Carolyn loved the Countess 
Ro-Ro and was surprised to 
learn that there is no other boat 
like it in the world: “The fact 
that someone in a wheelchair 
can access it is quite a simple 


And Dynavox 2 software has now been introduced to run 
on DOS and Macintosh computers, opening up an extended 
development capability for training and computer integration. 


DYNAMIC 


For full information and demonstration, contact 


DYNAMIC ABILITIES LTD 
THE COACH HOUSE, 134 PUREWELL 
CHRISTCHURCH, DORSET BH23 1EU 
TELEPHONE: 01202 481818 


FAX: 01202 476688 
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concept. But there are 
limitations to the type of sailing 
you can do in a wheelchair.” 


Get in gear 

Once you’ve found a suitable 
boat, you need to find the right 
gear. The show had every type 
of clothing, rope, hook or life- 
jacket you could need. 

Carolyn wears a drysuit in 
cold weather and there was 
every variation at the show. With 
rubber seals around the wrist 
and neck, they keep you totally 
dry. They are loose fitting and 
easy to get on and off. Wetsuits 
are summer wear. There was a 
wide range on show including 
ones with extra long zips. 

After trying on a few things, 
Carolyn was beginning to get 
tired. She felt the show was 
badly signposted causing a lot 
of unnecessary walking. She 
would also have liked to see 
wheelchairs for hire. 

We had a rest at the Sailability 
stand. RYA Sailability is a charity 
which aims to “develop boating 
opportunities for anyone with 
disabilities in the UK”. It was at 
Southampton to give advice. 

Joanna Mawby of RYA 
Sailability said: “We teach our 
trainers not to be afraid to ask 
what help disabled people need 
or, if they’re visually impaired, 
how much they can see.” 

The charity runs courses for 
visually and hearing impaired 


people, and hopes to provide 
more courses for people with 
other disabilities. 

On the whole, Carolyn felt the 
show was a success and was 
impressed by the reaction of the 
exhibitors to disabled people. “I 
got the feeling that there were 
no boundaries. You weren’t 
seen as anything different.” 


The Countess Ro Ro project 
tel: (01452) 613484 

RYA Sailability tel: (01703) 
627400 

Laser tel: (01295) 268191. 


Different coloured ropes can 
make sailing simpler 


avox augmentative communication aid has 
introduced a new era of freedom to people of all 
ages who have speech disabilities. 


With a dedicated touch activated electronic voice 
output offering a range of different voices and a 
language based structure, the Dynavox helps to 

develop a more natural sense of self expression. 


Now the Dynavox 2 comes with many new and 
advanced features, giving increased capability 
and a greater flexibility of use. There is a choice 
of models with 8 or 20 megabytes of memory, 
colour or mono display, and enhanced case 
design which is lighter and allows a better 
quality speech output. 


Built-in infra red technology enables remote 
transfer between Dynavox 2 devices and computers, 
as well as control of TVs and other home appliances. 
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on “dyslexic thinking”. In his 
opinion, the difficulties are due 
to disorientation — orientation 
being the correct and stable 
understanding of where one’s 
own body and mind are in 
relation to space, time or 
language. He believes this 
perceptual disorientation (in 
whichever sphere) leads to the 
development of a multi-sensory 
style of thinking, which in turn 
can lead to the “gift of intuition, 
invention or inspiration”. 

Davis also considers that 
some of the strategies taught by 
well meaning teachers, in order. 
to achieve a quick way of 
memorising a task, can be 
counterproductive. 

He states many times that 
dyslexia is a very complex and 
diverse condition, but even so 
he believes that people with 
dyslexia think non-verbally and 
are efficient in three 
dimensional imagery. 

On this, I would disagree. 
Some are, but I know of many 
people within the broad 


The Gift of Dyslexia 
by Ronald D Davis 
£9.99, Souvenir Press 


As someone who has dyslexia 
and is involved in the teaching 
and assessment of people with 
the condition, I found this to be 
a very thought provoking book. 

The author, who has clearly 
“suffered” in childhood from 
dyslexia, and also from some 
form of autism, writes 
sensitively in lay terms about 
the problems of dyslexia and 
his solution to them. 

The book is printed in clear, 
large script and is presented in 
a dyslexia friendly style. It is 
designed to encourage fellow 
“sufferers” into thinking 
positively about dyslexia. 
Indeed, instead of being seen as 
a disability, it is described as a 
“gift” — a different but 
intelligent way of thinking. 

The first part is concerned 
with what Ronald Davis really 
believes dyslexia to be and he 
gives an enlightened perspective 


. THE ALEXIS - 
AFFORDABLE INDEPENDENCE 


The Alexis is an elegant 
and stylish electrically 
powered wheelchair 
with many sophisticated 

features. 


It is designed to suit the 
needs of individuals who 
wish to be independent. 


COMFORTABLE BACK AND 
NECK SUPPORT 
¢ 
OUTSTANDING 
MANOEUVRABILITY 
¢ 


VARIABLE RECLINING SEAT: 
AVAILABLE MANUALLY 
OR ELECTRICALLY 
¢ 
MANUAL OR ELECTRICALLY 
ELEVATING FOOTRESTS 
ALSO AVAILABLE 
¢ 


LOW CENTRE OF GRAVITY 
+ 


STABILITY AND STRENGTH 


POWERED WH 


DENT INDIVIDU. h 
EXPECTATIONS GENEROL SLY 


TO MEET ALL THE 


FOR INDE 


Designer Disabled Appliances Limited, Freepost WA\I657, Widnes, Cheshire. WAS8 6BR 


NAME: 


ADDRESS: ey 
_Ll. laa aS 
v 
“ 


POSTCODE: TEL: 


+ 
For full information on the ALEXIS and our new 2,000 sq ft showroom displayi SRF 
independent living, please return this coupon FREEPOST to the west sot | ahead 
please telephone us on 0151 420 3547, or fax us on 0151 420 6107 


address, or alternatively, 
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category of dyslexia for whom 
spatial conception is an area of 
particular difficulty. 

Later in the book, he gives a 
fascinating description of his 
programme for helping people 
with dyslexia orientate them- 
selves correctly by creating a 
stable “mind’s eye”. I am keen 
to assess this method for myself 
but I feel it may be difficult for 
those less spatially able and 
perhaps will need some 
adaptation. 

Despite my reservations, I 
would recommend this book, 
both for people with dyslexia 
and parents and teachers. It 
describes the problems so well, 
but even more importantly it 
radiates optimism and 
encouragement and offers a 
programme for success. 

Ann R Wilson, MBE 


Free offer for 
DN readers! 


Why some of the brightest people 
can’t read and how they can learn 


The first six readers to write 
to us will get a free copy of 
The Gift of Dyslexia. Send a 
postcard with your name and 
address to DN November 
book offer , 12 Park Cres- 
cent, London W1N 4EQ. 


Head Injury: A Practical 
Guide 

by Trevor Powell 

£12.95, Winslow and 
Headway National Head 
Injuries Association 


The scope of this book is wide. 
It covers everything from the 
nature of the brain and what 


happens to it when injured, the 
rehabilitation process (for those 
lucky enough to get proper 
care), physical effects, cognitive 
symptoms, emotional and 
behavioural problems, and the 
effect on the family. 

As the mother of a child with 
a head injury and chair of the 
Children’s Head Injury Trust, I 
approached this book with a 
particular slant, and found it 
disappointing. 

There is a brief section on 
children, but it is impossible to 
explain in a few pages how 
different the consequences are 
of injury to the brain at various 
stages of development 
compared to an adult. In every 
section, I found myself thinking 
that some aspect would be 
different if the injured person 
were a child. 

However, for the family of the 
head-injured adult, there is 
much that will be extremely 
useful, especially once the 
injured person has returned to 
the community. 

Powell maintains the interest 
for the reader by using 
examples. He mixes short 
quotations to illustrate the 
variety of the problems that 
may arise with longer case 
histories. 

Practical exercises that might 
be carried out by the carer and 
the person with a head injury 
lend an undercurrent of 
optimism: it helps to know 
there are things one can do to 
try to improve matters. 

Earlier sections of the book 
are full of information and 
expression that may be 
skipped. 

The book really comes into its 
own when Mr Powell deals 
with his own field of 
psychology: cognitive, 
emotional and behavioural 
problems, including their 
impact on the family. As he 
rightly says, “there are not just 
head-injured individuals but 
rather families, because the 
whole family is affected”. 

Dr Judith Wardle 


ee eeeees 


HOLIDAYS 
: for DISABLED 
PEOPLE 


Flights from London, Manchester, Birm- 
ingham & Glasgow to 
Amsterdam, Dublin, Paris, Florida, 
Costa Almeria, Tenerife & Algarve, 
Gites and canal cruisers in France. 
Accessible Accommodation Guaranteed. 


Access Travel (Lancs) Ltd. 16 Haweswater Ave, 
Astley, Lancs M29 7BL. Tel: 01942 888844. 
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Book news 


Families First is the result of — 
a study of the lives of dis- 
abled parents in the Norfolk 
area. Topics range from edu-- 
cation to holidays. Available 
in large print and audiotape 
from libraries or free with 

an SAE from PANDA, 145 
Main Road, Clenwarton, 
Kings Lynn, Norfolk PE34 
4DT, tel: (01553) 768193. 
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One in ten adults experience 
constant ringing in their 
head. Tinnitus: living with 
noises in your head (above) is 
a new guide for people with 
the condition. Written by 
Michael O’ Toole, who has 
had tinnitus for over 20 years, 
it contains information about 
how to alleviate the symp- 
toms. £9.99 from Souvenir 
Press, tel: 0171-580 9307. 


Illness can affect relationships 
in unexpected ways. In Close 
relationships and Cancer, peo- 
ple affected by cancer, includ- 
ing relatives and friends, 
describe how it has altered 
their lives. Free to individuals 
from Cancerlink, 17 Britannia 
Street, London WC1X 9JN, 
tel: 0171-833 2818. 


Sugared Almonds and Other 
Stories is a group of short 
stories about the humour 
and angst of everyday life. All 
the contributors are members 
of the Spinal Injuries Associ- 
ation, their families and 
friends. £5.89 from SIA 
Chilterns Group, 59 Limes 
Avenue, Aylesbury, Bucks 
HP217HD. Cheques payable 
to SIA Chilterns Group. 


The Policy Studies Institute 
has published a review of the 
provision of disability infor- 
mation. Access to Informa- 
tion by Nick Moore costs 
£12.95 from BEBC Distribu- 
tion Ltd, PO Box 1496, Poole, 
Dorset BH12 3YD. Credit 
card orders tel: 0800 262260. 


Mahi’s Story by blind author 
Gohar Kordi is about her 
mother’s life in pre-revolu- 
tionary Iran. This harrowing 
biography tells how she was 
married at 12 against her 

will and raped by her second 
husband. £5.99 from The 
Women’s Press, tel: 0171-251 | 
3007. 
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Biggest ever, 
but what Is 


it all for? 
by Rob Jackson 


September’s Wembley Naidex 
was the largest yet, with some 
270 exhibitors from all over 
Europe. 

The organisers, Reed 
Exhibition Companies (UK), 
want Naidex to do everything: 
give face to face contact 
between manufacturers and the 
public, encourage choice, be of 
interest to disabled people, 
carers and professional service 
providers, and offer an 
international showcase of 
innovation and development. 

The result is a show without 
coherence. Different people 
come with different ideas of 
what the exhibition is about. 

I overheard one visitor asking 
a standholder what their 
products had to do with 
disability. The crafts and 
hobbies on the stand quietly 
declared that what disabled 
people do is as significant as 
what they have done to them. 

Naidex visitors divide roughly 
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Elizabeth Barrett of Stoke 
Newington tries the “extraor- 
dinarily compact” Back-in-Box 


30:70 between user/carers and 
professional service providers. 
This is one reason why smaller 
manufacturers stay away. The 
other is the price of space. Just 
to stand a demonstration 


Sainah Naz, 12, from Walthamstow is off for a spin on Supa Products’ brightly coloured Quad cycle 


the public. “Blaze”, official 
mascot for next year’s 
Paralympics, flew in from 
Atlanta, Georgia, in his quirky 
phoenix costume, to provide 
fun and entertainment or get in 
the way, depending on whether 
or not you wanted to watch 
serious sport. 


Independence on the road 
Simpson’s Specialised Vehicles 
have acquired sole rights to a 
new side-lift for the Volkswa- 
gen Transporter. Manufac- 
tured in Germany, Back-in-Box 
Lift is an extraordinarily com- 
pact, fully retracting unit 
which stows itself away in a 


ROHO*® QUADTRO®* 


Stability, Positioning and Pressure Relief? 


Now it is possible. Have the benefits of 
ROHO Dry Floatation® pressure relief 

YES _ withthe positioning and stability you 
always wanted. 


Say Yes to the best 
ROHO 


QUADTRO 
only £295 


Effective at preventing & treating pressure sores 
Increases sitting time, up to 18 hours a day 

As easy to use as a Single Valve ROHO Cushion 
Total all round stability and positioning 
Accommodation of almost any posture 


GRAHAM BOOL PHOTOGRAPHY 


rust-proof, stainless-steel box 
under the vehicle at the touch 
of a button. Attached or remote 
controls can be operated by the 
user with very light pressure. 
Back-in-Box needs no 

modification to the standard 
T4 VW exhaust system and 
reduces ground clearance by 


Innovative care products for independent living. 
Check what we can offer you. 


less than 2in. Virtually 
maintenance free, it adds 
£4,950 to the cost of the 
Transporter. Tel: (01502) 
516831 (day), 519745 (evenings). 

I was particularly looking for 
innovations in drive-from-your- 
wheelchair techology. Sadly, 
nothing. But I was pleased to 
see on the Vauxhall Motability 
stand one of Brian Page’s five- 
way/nine-way switch consoles 
mounted adjacent to a steering 
knob, out of the way of the air- 
bag. Not new, but worth being 
reminded of, it brings all the 
car’s electrical accessories within 
finger reach without taking your 
hand off the steering wheel. 

Tel: (01784) 435850. 

The Lewis Reed Group’s 
conversions of the Nissan 
Vanette and Renault Traffic 
Cruiser can both take two 
wheelchair users in the back. 
These are simple, almost 
rudimentary conversions with 
manually operated ramps, but 
Lewis Reed pride themselves 
on price. So before you invest 
megabucks in high-tech, check 
them out. Tel: 0151-608 9933. 

JPP Systemes are looking for 
UK agents for an elaborate 
piece of modern robotics — an 
automatic wheelchair carrier 
mounted on the car roof. At 
the touch of a button, the 
whole box swings out from the 
roof of the car, rotates, lowers 
itself to the ground beside the 
driver’s door and opens to 
admit a folded wheelchair. 
Chairbox is well-engineered 
and can be fitted to the roof of 
most cars in under a hour. But 
for £5,000 (fitting extra) this is 
expensive compared to David 

Continued on page 20 


Manufacturing specialists in 
shower bases & enclosures for 
those with special needs. 


oe 


Adaptable & progressive 


vehicle with side and tail lifts Purchase.or rental. ayailable-nevor dhe oO i) eee ee ee ee en oe 2 ae A088 Beene 
cost an exhibitor up to £6,500, 5 YEAR guarantee & quali 
closer to £9,000 if there was a RAYMAR If you Standard 1S09002 


Unit One, Fairview Estate 
Reading Road, Henley-on-Thames, 
Oxon RG9 1HE Tel: 01491 578446 
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PLEASE SEND MORE INFORMATION TO: 


are experiencing 
difficulties In 
showering or bathing, 
We have the solution 
to your problem 


room for a wheelchair using 
customer. 

Like their last year’s fashion 
and dance feature, Sunrise 
-Medical’s wheelchair 
‘ tennis/fencing/Paralympic 
‘Games promotion stole the 

show. Jointly sponsored with 

Reed, it went down well with 


A wide range of products 
with colour choice 


INVA-DEX LTD, 
66-68 Manchester Road, Chapel-En-Le-Frith, Seockport, 


_ Cheshire. SKI2 6RZ. Tel 01298 816366 Fax 01298 816106 
BROCHURE REQUEST FREE PHONE 0800 716652 a 


DNO1 GHodgkinson & Corby Ltd 
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Continued from page 19 


Walker’s Autochair at just over 
£2,000 fitted. JPP Systemes, tel: 
00 33 50 20 63 54. Autochair, 
tel: (01629) 813493. 


Versatile lifts and hoists 
When the Disability Discrim- 
intion Bill becomes law later 
this year, access groups will be 
inundated with enquiries about 
simple ways to overcome inter- 
nal and external split-levels. 
One answer might be a lifting 
platform or “short” lift. Polar 
Hydraulics has the DLS for dif- 
ferences in levels up to 750mm 


Chairbox: the smart way to carry your wheelchair on the car roof 


(30in) and the DLE for vertical 
lifts up to 1,980mm (6ft 6in). 

The compact design with 
hydraulic ram mounted to the 
side of the platform makes for 
versatility. The lifts, finished in 
painted mild steel or brushed 
stainless, are suitable for 
domestic or public use. DLS, 
from £4,500. DLE, from £6,400. 
Delivery and installation extra. 
Tel: (01827) 63441. 

Very different to look at, but 
doing the same job at a similar 
price, is Melody from Terry 
Lifts, which incorporates the 
hydraulics at the end of the 
platform. Tel: (01565) 650376. 


Lift Able, who brought the 
first fully automatic folding 
track section to Northern 
Naidex this year, showed _ 
another first at Wembley: a 
powered swivel seat as an 
optional extra on their Cumbria 
stair lifts. Tel: (01642) 763646. 

Arjo were showing the Trixie 
Lift personal hoist — a space- 
age design with tilting 
spreader-bar, white and lilac 
colour scheme and large 
castors. Able to lift an 11 stone 
person from the floor to clear 
around 850mm (2ft 9in), and 
with a maximum lifting 
capacity of 22 stones, this is a 
versatile, medium-size hoist for 
home or residential setting. 
When folded, it takes up the 
space of a kitchen unit. But at 
£1,850 with spare battery and 
charger, and weighing around 
40kg, it will not be every 
district nurse’s dream. 

Tel: (01452) 500200. 

The All-in-One Active Hoist 
imported from Denmark by 
Care and Mobility has 
interchangeable parts to 


convert from hoist to stand-lift. 


The change is simple. I liked 
the Domino range of slings: 
smooth, pliable, capable of 
withstanding 95 degree washes 
and smart enough to be worn 
as fashion accessories. At 
£1,595, All-in-One, like Trixie, 
is more likely to be used in an 
institution, but for people want- 
ing a smarter, more versatile 
hoist at home, both are worth 
a look. Tel: (01268) 771191. 


‘Cunning’ pressure relief 
Nexus, the new roho from 
Raymar, is for active wheelchair 
users, combining a traditional 


roho flotation panel for the 
back part with a foam filled 
portion at the front. A choice of 
pommel and channeling of the 
front edge will keep knees from 
flopping all over the place on 
hand-brake turns. The two 
halves of the back part can be 
inflated individually, so you 
don’t get that rush of air to the 
wrong side on tight bends. 
Quadro has four quarters that 
can have different pressures but, 
cunningly, all quarters can be 
inflated from the same valve. 
Only when a simple flap at the 
front is fastened up does each 
quadrant behave independently. 
These are valuable improvements 
to an excellent product. To get 
all round stability, ask your 
local wheelchair services if they 
can provide them. Roho cushions 
retail at £295 (slightly less for 
Nexus). Tel: (01491) 578446. 


Linda Bell from Chigwell House, 
Essex, on the all-terrain Securon 


Mobility with more style per gallon 


ff to Ascot, Henley, or Sainsbury’s, the Constables Peugeot 806 gives you that extra special 


something. Sophistication — it’s not a word one usually associates with mobility vehicles, 


then you haven’t seen what the 806 gives you. Although the 806 looks nothing like a mobility 


vehicle, this spacious people carrier can be equipped to hold a wheelchair in the front. Fully 


loaded she'll take up to six people in perfect comfort. Constables new 806 offers standard or 


adaptations to suit your need. Electric windows and front seat airbags come as standard. So does the 


power steering. But there are options too. Take your pick from air conditioning, eight-speaker 


wraparound sound system and CD player. ABS braking will bring you to the safest halt possible, 


and the immobiliser alarm will deter any 
stranger whose interest in your 806 gets 
out of line. Powered by two-litre petrol 
or |.9-litre turbo diesel, the Constables 
806 offers comfort and style with pace 
Constables 


and space. 806. Eye- 


catching, Practical, Sophisticated. 


Constab 


om 
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Super buggies and chairs 
We had a preview of Twinkle, a 
new power chair for children 
up to age seven, imported by 
DCS Joncare. Twinkle has an 
elevating seat, which allows eye 
to eye contact with other chil- 
dren and, most impressively, it 
can be dismantled easily for 
loading into the back of a car. 

The seat is fully and simply 
adjustable so it can grow with 
the child. £5,900. Available by 1 
December. Tel: (01235) 523353. 

The Securon, made in the 
West Midlands by Wheelchair 
Corporation, is an all-terrain, 
battery powered vehicle capable 
of eight hours continuous 
driving through open country. 
With four wheel drive, it should 
cope easily with snow, sand, 
mud and steep slopes. Each 
wheel has wide balloon tyres 
and is independently sprung 
and driven. Seating is tailor- 
made with a four point 
parachute type harness 
mounted in a full anti-roll cage. 
With its centrally mounted 
joystick, Securon drives like a 
conventional powered chair. At 
£5,000, I would want a good 
trial first — but what a prospect! 
You can even take a passenger. 
Tel: (01746) 861940. 

Still on action, Kite is an 
“adventure activity harness” for 
wheelchair users. Developed at 
Brunel’s Institute for 
Bioengineering, it costs £195 
plus VAT to disability based 
organisations and charities, 
from Adventure Education, tel: 
(01768) 891065. 

Hugh Steeper demonstrated 
Fox combined with Peachtree 
(from Care and Mobility) 
attached to a Carters G24 SR 
power chair. As a result, 
everything — from tv and video 
to telephone, doors, windows 
and page-turners — can be 
worked with nods of the head. 

People used to suck-blow 
switches and/or chin controls 
should look at this combination. 
Find your local environmental 
control co-ordinator or ask 
your doctor. Only Peachtree, at 
£3,400, is available direct at the 
moment. Tel: (01268) 771191. 


‘Brilliant ingenuity’ 

The new Stairclimb Helper 
from JMC Rehab gets the Rob 
Jackson product of the show 
award for brilliant ingenuity. 

It attaches a half-step to the 
sole of your feet so, provided 
you lead with the other foot, 
every step up is effectively a 
half-step. Going down, you 
lead with the foot with the 
Helper attached. £35. Tel: 
(01236) 764874. 

Finally for carers who have to 
lift, the Coxmart Powerlite belt 
gives lower back support. £19.50 
(incl p&p). Tel: (01949) 860674. 


Rob Jackson is director of the 
Derbyshire Centre for Inte- 


: — Sd grated Living. 
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MICROTECH 


Environment 
and speech 
combos 


have arrived 
by Janet Larcher 


As usual, there were only a few 
suppliers of microtech aids at 
Naidex, but those who were 
there produced some goodies. 
On a stand set up as a two 
room flat, Hugh Steeper 
demonstrated Persona, the first 
device combining environmental 
control and communication aid 
functions at a high powered 
level. The Persona offers a full 
range of environmental control 
functions (operating doors, 
curtains, tv etc) in an intelligent 
system. For example, when 


ae 


Bonny bikes, 


buggies and 
chairs 


by Jane Joester 


There were few new things to 
see at Naidex, but I was pleased 
to find that Supa Products now 
come in bright colours — 
amethyst, emerald, ruby and jet. 

I liked their Quad cycle with 
four wheels which gives the best 
chance of stability over rough 
terrain or would suit a child who 
“rocks” or is unbalanced. Petite, 
medium and large (up to small 
adult) sizes. You can also get a 
Quad tandem and Quad kart. 

Being a physiotherapist, I shall 
be interested to try one new 
development — PFCs — which 
are like short irons welded to a 
bicycle footplate designed to 
keep the foot flat. Quad cycles 
cost £420-£450. Tel: (01945) 
880014. 

Continued on page 22 


Smirthwaite’s buggy insert and portable feeding chair 


“change room” is selected, the 
screen changes to offer the 
devices available in the other 
room, while still reminding you 
which devices are turned on in 
all rooms. Since it was being 
demonstrated with a version of 
the communication program 
Equaliser — though with some 
restrictions — Persona’s 
potential power was easy to see. 
It can be free-standing or 
mounted on a wheelchair, and 
should be available on 
prescription. More combined 
devices are planned by other 
manufacturers — good news for 
people with physical and speech 
disabilities. Tel: 0181-788 8165. 


New switches and 
communicators 
QED now offer many of their 
lever switches in a range of 
colours. A new 40mm square 
one is £22. They also offer three 
switch assessment kits. 

A vibration switch comes with 
a control box used to set the 
sensitivity of the switch and 


INVATRAVEL 


CONVCARSIONS 


whether it is to be momentary, 
latched or timed. £108. 

The taction pads are different 
sized clear, adhesive backed, 
touch sensitive plastic switches. 
The polythene-like material is 
laid on the top or edge of any 
surface and the switch is 
activated if that surface is 
touched. £14. 

To operate most devices, you 
have to use the taction pads 
with a linkswitch box, £58 
single, £97 dual. 

QED also have two communi- 
cation aids from Switzerland. 
The Portacom is a small, 40- 
key aid with digitised speech, 
operated by touching the keys 
or by switch activated scanning 
in one of two styles. The keys 
are 20mm x 20mm but may be 
grouped to form larger keys 
without dead spots. £1,166. 

The AC360 is a larger aid 
(standard overlay keyboard 
size) whose keyboard has no 
dead spots. The size of the keys 
can therefore be determined by 
the software alone — it was 
demonstrated with interesting 
games as well as conventional 
communication layouts. It 
comes in four formats — 36 or 
72 minutes of high quality 
digitised speech operated by 
touch or switch scanning — 
each offering four levels of 
operation. £2,872-£3,684. 

Tel: (01329) 828444. 

Toby Churchill has more 
permutations and combinations 
of Lightwriter. On the Giant 
Keyboard, each letter is in fact 
a separate switch under a 
keyguard, but the presentation 
of the switches and display 
screen on a board with a very 
large footprint is pleasant and 


; 


Harry Tedder, 4, from Haverhill, Suffolk trying out QED “toys” 


quite acceptable. Tel: (01223) 
S76117- 


Not strictly high tech 
Sumed, known for seating sys- 
tems, are now offering a com- 
munication folder — durable, 
easily cleaned, free-standing — 
which can display communica- 
tion charts of words, phrases or 
symbols in three A4 sized sec- 
tions. Not strictly high-tech, 
but worth mentioning for its 
sensible price of £5.95. 

Tel: (01295) 270499, 


Founts of knowledge 

The Disability Information 
Trust had the new edition of 
their book Communication and 
Access to Computer Technol- 
ogy, £12. This and others in the 
series are a mine of information 
about products, plus useful 
comment. Tel: (01865) 227592. 


The New Volkswagen Caravelle 
by Invatravel Conversions 


Various options of wheelchair access available on this super new model, including: 
° underfloor electro-hydraulic lifts 
¢ hydraulic lowering rear suspension with spring assisted alloy ramp 
® manual ramps, etc 
Disabled driver options for full independence. 
Prices start from £15,500.00 on the road excluding all taxes from which disabled users are exempt. 


Contact Paul Cassidy, tel: 01704 506608, Fax: 01704 506607. 4) 
66 Knob Hall Lane, Southport PR9 9QS. 


The Disabled Living 
Foundation have made their 
CD ROM computer database 
of equipment and suppliers 
available to the public. 
Accessed by keyboard, mouse 
or touch screen, it could be 
used in a library or resource 
centre. £500 per year, updated 
quarterly. Tel: 0171-289 6111. 


Eye-hand co-ordination 
Many schools and training cen- 
tres ask for a scanning or eye- 
hand co-ordination trainer. 
The British Institute of Medical 
Engineering has The Light 
Tree, £80. They also have a use- 
ful catalogue of items and 
might help you get other items 
made. Tel: (01225) 824103. 


Dr Janet Larcher is a consultant 
on microtech aids for disabled 
people. Tel: (01932) 847303. 


RECOGNISED CONVERTER 
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IN THE HOME 


It works, but 
what does it 


look like? 
by Julie O’Keeffe 


As an occupational therapist, I 
know there is an enormous 
range of equipment to assist 
people with disabilities in the 
home. I am also aware that a 
lot of this ends up in the loft or 
garden shed. 

One reason for this is often 
neglected: people take a range 
of things into consideration 
when choosing items for their 
home, including cost and safety, 
but even if everything else is 
right they may not want a 
product if it looks terrible. 

Unfortunately, disabled people 
are often unable to make this 
choice because appearance is 
sacrificed for other things. So at 
Naidex I was looking for 
products designed to meet every 
requirement. 


A non slip tip: the Dycem 
Supergrip tray 


Nick Squirrel from Cornwall tests the Solo Recliner Bath 


The Dycem Supergrip tray has 
a slip resistant surface useful 
for people with a weak grip. It 
is available in a range of 
colours and patterns and costs 
£6.95 from Innovations Mail 
Order. Tel: (01793) 514666. 


A crafty convenience 

The impressive Klira commode 
by Kirton Healthcare has a 
slide out pan, tip resistant 
footrest that slides under the 
seat, swing away armrests and 
four lockable castor wheels. It 
can double as a shower chair 
and an over toilet seat. 


LES CROWLEY CONVERSIONS 


THE NEW PEUGEOT BOXER 
THE EASY WAY TO GET ABOUT 


CONVERTED TO YOUR OWN SPECIFICATION 


More options are available for wheelchair access on the new Peugeot 
Boxer, including underfloor electro-hydraulic lifts to the side or rear. 
Hydraulic lowering rear suspension with fold-away ramp. Passenger 
headroom is 60in on the standard roof and 72in on the high roof. 
Removable seats giving you more seating and wheelchair positions. Dis- 
abled driver options for full independence. we also offer conversions on 
the VW Caravelle, Ford Transit, Leyland Daf the Nissan Cargo. 


Prices start from £15,250 


CONTACT LES CROWLEY TELEPHONE/FAX: 0149 041 3183 
Groes Lwyd, Corwen, Clwyd LL21 9DD 


TH Peston tap fitment 


Pana range of Color 


ae 


An innovative cut away 
section at the back of the seat 
makes access easier so only one 
carer is needed. 

The chair allows the user to 
sit in an anatomically correct 
position, and the contoured 
thigh channels, backward 
sloping seat, raised pommel, 
arm and moulded backrest help 
to maintain stable seating. 
Lastly, the seat enables a more 
equal weight distribution, 
reducing the chances of 
pressure and discomfort. 

The Klira is made from 
moulded foam that is sealed 


TO SLEEP 
PERCHANCE 
TO DREAM! 


° Helps to safeguard from accidents 


CAR El 
SYSTEMS A 


A delightful thought for the carer of a family member 
_ with an illness such as Alzheimhers, a role which is 
often a 24 hour responsibility. 


However this may not be just an idle wish. SensorCare Systems has recently 
brought on to the market a Bed Monitor, an aid to let the carer know when the 
person they are caring for is getting out of bed and may need help, Awareness, 
that can prevent a fall or help avoid an unforeseen accident. 


THE HOME CARE BED MONITOR 


* A simple pressure sensor which fits under the mattress 

° Does not restrict movement or deny privacy 

° Gives added care in a dignified way 

* Gives reassurance that help is at hand and aids safer mobility 
* Promotes better sleep patterns through peace of mind 


° Can be used on those occasions when extra protection is needed 
* An excellent aid to help in rehabilitation from strokes 


If you would like to know more about the Home Bed Monitor please contact: 


SensorCare Systems Ltd. Kirk Hammerton Hall, York YO5 8DA 
Telephone 01423 331298 or Fax 01423 331314 


and can be sterilised. It is 
turquoise, and its overall 
appearance is very acceptable. 
£395. Tel: (01440) 705352. 

Perching stools are widely 
available but until now there 
has not been a reasonably 
priced one with a swivel seat — 
often needed in confined 
spaces like bathrooms and 
kitchens. 

The swivel mechanism on the 
Aidserve Stool is operated by 
pulling upwards on a large grip 
lever at the side edge of the 
seat. This innovative 
improvement gives customers 
an affordable alternative to 
expensive office seating which 
is often used in this situation. 
The height adjustable leg 
inserts are made from rust 
proof material so this stool 
could also be useful in the 
shower. About £65. Tel (01257) 
425538. 


Made to measure kitchens 
Versatility Kitchens 
manufacture kitchens for the 
“less able”. They offer a free 
design and planning service 
with no obligation to buy. 

There is a wide range of work 
surfaces and cupboards in 
numerous colours and finishes 
which have all been thoroughly 
tested by disabled users. 

They incorporate features 
such as grab rails, mobile units 
and foldable work surfaces that 
can be extended to create 
additional space. Tel: 0161- 
628 6100. 

Stretching out in a bath is 
something many of us take for 
granted. Most bath lifts and all 
domestic baths that have an 
integral seat raising unit do not 


allow the user to recline. This 
obviously reduces the benefits 
and enjoyment of a long soak. 
The Solo Recliner Bath from 
Parker Baths has a seat that 
allows the user to lie in the 
bath but be gently raised and 
lowered in an upright sitting 
position. Solo Recliner Bath 
will be available in about six 


. 


Impressive: the Klira commode 


months and will cost 
approximately £2,300. 
Tel: (01425) 622287. 


Julie O'Keeffe is deputy head of 
services at the Disabled Living 
Foundation. 


CHILDREN 


Continued from page 21 


G & S Smirthwaite were again 
showing their range of wooden 
furniture. Designed for Conduc- 
tive Education, they can also be 
used at home and school. 

Their Highfield Portable 
Feeding Chair fits quickly on to 
an ordinary seat enabling the 
child to join in at méaltimes. Its 
price ranges from £150-£195 
and it is available in two sizes 
to suit children from two to 
seven years. It has a high or low 
back, adjustable pelvic and 
thoracic pads and detachable 
and adjustable footrests. It also 
packs flat for travelling. 

The Ferndale Buggy Insert fits — 
into a Major Buggy. Many 
therapists and parents will have 
found the Major has not been 
useful for children who need 
support. This insert may help 
to bridge the gap between the 
Major and a much more 
supportive and bulky piece of 
equipment. The insert costs 
£160. Tel: (01626) 835552. 

Rainbow Rehab were showing 
the updated Max pushchair, 
which comes in two sizes. 
Many parents will find the tilt- 
in-space feature useful and will 
like the option to have the child 
facing forwards or backwards. 
It has the usual extras of 
pommel, side supports and vest 
harness. Prices range from £995- 
£1,150. Tel: (01202) 481818. 


Jane Joester is therapy 
co-ordinator at Scope’s 


Meldreth Manor School. 
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Theatre 


Show of Hands’ Don Quixote 
de la Mancha at the Merlin 
Theatre, Sheffield, had a small 
audience, but was worthy of a 
- full house. Guy Wilson’s adap- 
tation of this classic tale was 
directed by Michael Dray using 
simple, effective sets and props. 
The story was narrated by 
Craig S Cremin in spoken 
English and Signed Supported 
English (SSE). He also provided 
the spoken voice for Quixote, 
played by Frank Essery. 
 Essery’s portrayal of the man 
lost in his own befuddlement 
brought Quixote’s adventures 
to life. His hapless squire (Neil 
_ Fox) protected his master with 
a flourish of superb acting and 
mime. Even Dapple, the 
squire’s ass, needed little 
imagination to be believed. 
Jennifer Draper played the 
voice of the squire and the 
scheming servant of Quixote, 
using spoken English and SSE. 
Paula Garfield played two 
roles with passion: the niece, 
and the “trollop” who 
captivates the heart of Quixote. 
Both were portrayed in BSL. 
Some parts were not voiced 
over. Dray wanted the BSL “to 
speak for itself”, and I think he 
succeeded. Hearing members of 
the audience said the intent, if 
not all of the meaning, was clear. 
Without sound amplification, 
people who are hard of hearing 
may have had problems access- 
ing parts of the production. 
Strong supporters of BSL 
could be disappointed that SSE 
was used. But this should not 


Michael Turner 


The Net 


During one of 
the early scenes 
in The Net the 
heroine, Angela 
Bennett (Sandra 
Bullock), is seen 
chatting with 
friends on her 
computer via the Internet when 
a message flashes up saying “the 
*net is the ultimate condom.” 

It’s an innocuous comment 
that is easily missed, but along 
with references to HIV/AIDS 
dotted through the rest of the 
film, it hints that The Net 
aspires to be more than a run- 
of-the-mill thriller. 

Freelance computer expert 
Bennett becomes entwined in a 
web of intrigue, suspense, and 
violence when a colleague 
passes her a programme that 
gives access to major computer 
systems. These include 


Frank Essery as Don Quixote in Guy Wilson’s accessible adaptation 


deter them from seeing 
Quixote, which is put together 
well and directed for an 
audience with mixed 
communication needs. The 
play is, I believe, accessible to 
deaf and hearing audiences. 


David J Wright 


Tel: 0171- 359 8224 (voice, mini- 
com and fax) for tour details. 


government security files, air 
traffic control systems, and the 
stock exchange. 

The “cyber-terrorists” who are 
using the programme to reek 
havoc are straight on to Bennett. 
A hit-man is dispatched to 
recover the programme and her 
identity is erased from 
computers and replaced with a 
criminal. 

Bennett’s character has to be 
very isolated for this scenario 
to work. She is a freelance 
worker who knows none of her 
neighbours. Her only relative is 
her mother who has 
Alzheimer’s. She is clearly 
wearing the ultimate condom. 

In the world beyond the 
Internet and the conspiracy 
HIV/AIDS seems to be used as 
a metaphor to show that 
people are still “making 
contact”. In addition to the 
obvious resonances between a 
computer virus and HIV/AIDS, 
there are also some direct 
references: Bennett escapes her 
pursuer by plunging into a 
demonstration calling for more 
research into AIDS and the 
death of one of the supporting 
characters is AIDS related. 


Tryst 


Examining the human condi- 
tion in the theatre too often 
ends up as an exercise in navel 
gazing. Happily, the four excel- 
lent solo pieces in New Breed’s 
Tryst, at the Dovecot Arts Cen- 
tre in Stockton on Tees, were 
all outward looking. 


The let down is that having 
set up this contrast it is not 
really developed. Director 
Irwin Winkler has made 
thought provoking films like 
Music Box and claims that the 
message in The Net is “don’t 
lose human contact”. But, 
whatever his aspirations in 
terms of serious comment, he 
only succeeds in producing a 
formula-thriller that doesn’t 
bear close scrutiny. 


Video top five 


1. DISCLOSURE (Warner): Sex- 


ual harassment role reversal. Oo 


2. NELL (Polygram): Wild child 
Jodie Foster creates her own oO 
language. : 


3. 1D (Polygram): British film 
about football violence. (N) 


4, THE LION KING (Disney): OJ 


Cartoon capers in the jungle. 


5. THE RIVER WILD (cic): 
Mery] Streep fights the rapids 
and evil Kevin Bacon. 


Chart supplied by MIRB 


ixote 


The artists challenged the audi- 
ence to see the world through 
their eyes and re-examine our 
attitudes. 

Margaret Shaw’s Still Waters 
Run Deep, by turns lyrical and 
biting, was a balletic evocation 
of passion and love. Through 
powerful dream images and 
recalled encounters she exposed 
deception, betrayal, entrapment 
and exploitation, reminding us 
“roses have thorns about them”. 

By contrast, St Valentine’s Eve, 
created by Mike Nolan, had a 
hard edge. The Faustian tale was 
reworked against a background 
of percussive effects; an 
uncompromising, often angry, 
assault on how society exerts 
control over us, the marginalised, 
but we can exert control too, 
over a society where money can 
buy anything, even a soul. 

Introspection marked Mike 
Parker’s Stalking Histories as 
he invited us into his claustro- 
phobic world for a deal of self- 
examination. His closing 
monologue was riveting but left 
the viewer musing on the areas 
we only glimpsed at. 

Jag Plah’s cutting humour was 
a fertile resource for showing 
how it is to be in a minority, 
including racial and disabled 
ones. Like Russian dolls, he 
stripped away the layers. Stick 
Around, a feisty, energetic 
finale, ensured that the whole 
evening would do just that for me. 

David Burdus 


Tour dates: tel: (01912) 612694. 


A group of young, visually 
impaired dancers from India 
are touring the country in 
October and November. The 
troupe from the Shree Ramana 
Maharishi Academy for the 
Blind in Bangalore specialise in 
traditional Indian dance styles. 
The students learn by touch, 
and according to Marcus 
Weisen of the RNIB, “Their 
dance demonstrates the creative 
abilities of visually impaired 
people, and challenges 
widespread prejudice about 
blindness.” Tel: (01207) 239405. 


Television 


Chris Davies 


In the early hours 
of 5 October on 
BBC2 Disability 
Today came into 
being. It has a 
similar mixture 


to its predecessor F 
Disability 
Agenda, and concentrates on 
the non-political aspects of life 
for disabled people (sport, arts, 
benefits and news in the first 
edition). As I was involved in 
the earlier programme, natu- 
rally I’m pleased to see the pat- 
tern continuing. 

The main difference between 
Today and Agenda is one of 
style. Although this is not 
unimportant, it is still largely 
cosmetic and therefore doesn’t 


constitute a major distinction. 
The only qualification I have is 
one which could be placed 
against almost every other 
disability programme. Today 
misses the opportunity to 
provide role models for those of 
us who are more seriously 
impaired in its presentation 
team and its contributors. 

Hopefully this omission will 
be rectified later in the series. 
After all, shouldn’t programmes 
like these be at the forefront of 
setting the boundaries of 
acceptability about the visible 
face of disability? 

Old School Ties (BBC2, 7 
September) was the best series 
to come from the BBC’s 
Disability Programmes Unit. It 
made the case against 
segregated education and for 
inclusive education. It was 
strong, powerful and 
unyielding. Moreover it went 
out at 7.30 (unfortunately 
opposite EastEnders). 
Hopefully it changed opinions. 

The TV film Go Now (BBC2, 
16 September) was about the 
consequences of the onset of 
MS. Being autobiographical — 
at least in part —it had an 
authoritative feel. I feared the 
worst, that it was going to be 
overwhelmingly bleak (let’s not 
forget that MS is not easy to 
handle) but it defied the 
stereotype. Not an easy drama 
to watch, but worth it. 

In the last of the new 
programmes in the present run 
of People First — Grey Power 
(C4, 16 September) showed the 
blossoming civil rights 
movement of elderly people. 
Begun in America and now 
gathering pace over here, it 
shows our elders to be reacting 
every bit as radically as 
disabled people. We often 
forget how high a proportion 
of our community comes from 
this end of the age range. An 
original programme which 
would have surprised many. 
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24 Me and my baby 


e’ve got you, babe 


Rachel Wilson talks to Hannah Crabtree about the ups and downs of being a new mum 


“In a weird sort of way I did 
enjoy it,” is how Rachel Wilson 
summed up the birth of her 
first child. Rebecca, a healthy 
seven pound eight ounce baby 
girl, was born in September. 

Rachel had prepared for the 
birth by going to pre-natal 
classes at the Gravesend NHS 
Trust hospital. 

“My husband Mark went 
along to the first one with me. I 
was nervous that I wouldn’t be 
able to do a lot of the exercises, 
but the midwife took the 
practical approach, telling me 
that as long as I stayed relaxed 
it didn’t matter if I did them a 
little differently. 

“Although I had planned to 


2S De 
“| was angry with the 
midwives at the hospi- 
tal. They were well 
intentioned but needed 


training in helping peo- 


ple with disabilities” 
Hearied ee APRN SiR: a OSE SEAT, ee SA 


spend most of my labour in the 
hospital bath, in the event I 
only used our bath at home. 
Once I went to hospital the 
contractions were coming so 
fast that I decided I would be 
more comfortable in a bed. The 
first stage of labour took nine 
and a half hours, but the 
second stage only twenty 


minutes. 

“The birth went quite 
smoothly. The bit they thought 
would be the most difficult 
didn’t take that long. Mark was 
there throughout and actually 
cut the umbilical cord. 

“I was a bit groggy as I had 


managed the first half of labour : 


without pain relief, but when I 
needed it, I needed a lot. I had 
gas and air orally and also an 
injection. 

“I remember pushing Rebecca 
out. For one moment I thought, 
I can’t stand this any more. I 
was saying to everyone, just let 
me go to sleep. 

“Rebecca was born on 6 
September, exactly the day she 
had been expected. I hope she 
will always be so obedient! 

“T feel really lucky that three 
community midwives who had 
gone through the pregnancy 
with me were there during 
labour. A doctor stood by but 
was only needed for the stitches. 

“Every woman is usually 
given a single room before the 
birth and transferred to the 
ward afterwards. I never went 
on to the ward as the doctors 
thought that because of my 
special toilet and bathing 
needs, it would be less 
embarrassing for me if I had 
my own room. 

“Not all the hospital staff 
were as helpful as they could 
have been. I was really quite 


cards 


Please send me: 


Name 


Buy Christmas 
by 


packs of DN cards (£2.95 each + 50p p&p). 
| enclose a cheque/postal order made payable to Disability Now for £ 


N artist! 


DN’s Christmas tree 
card (162mm x 114mm) 
was designed by 
disabled artist Averil 
Marshall from Cleveland. 


The cards come in packs 
of ten for just £2.95. The 
greeting inside reads 
“Happy Christmas and 
best wishes for the new 
year”. 


Place your order today 
and you won’t be 
disappointed! 


BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE 


Address 


Post code 


Tel 


Send this form with your cheque to Disability Now, 12 Park Crescent, London 
W1N 4EQ. Orders must arrive by 9 December. 
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angry with the hospital 
midwives. They were well 
intentioned but needed training 
in helping people with 
disabilities. 

“They were not particularly 
keen on doing too much 
personal care for me, although 
they had previously agreed they 
would. Mark ended up doing 
more than he should have. 

“T think they see people as 
either being ill or being well. 
They still have the mind-set 
that disabled people and 
parenthood do not mix. They 
did not realise the hospital was 
not properly equipped for me 
and Rebecca, and that most of 
our problems were created by 
unsuitable facilities. 

“A physiotherapist told me to 
do post-natal exercises that I 
could not possibly do. It said 
all over my notes that I had cp 
and my wheelchair was by my 
bed, but she had not made the 
connection. “That explains a 
lot’ she said. ‘One of the mid- 
wives was very concerned that 
Mrs Wilson hadn’t been out of 
bed yet’. This was something I 
could have done without! 

“I only stayed in the hospital 
for two days as the community 
midwife said me and my baby 
were perfectly healthy and 
could go home. 

“After the birth I was 
exhausted and suffered from 
the baby blues for a couple of 


New arrival: Rachel and Mark show off Rebecc 


BRIAN ALDRICH 


days. Luckily friends and 
family were on hand to help. 
Mark got the first two weeks 
off work and my mother comes 
down from Birmingham during 
the week. 


Going it alone 

“At the moment I am just 
working out the things I can do 
by myself and those I need help 
with. I anticipate that in the 
long-term I will be able to do 
most things myself. 

“T have been looking into the 
possibility of occasional help. 
Although I do not really want 
to have to pay a private care 
firm, it is difficult to organise 
help with the social services as I 
only want someone on a drop- 
in basis. I cannot specify 
regular hours each day. Babies 
just aren’t like that. 

“T have been breast-feeding, 
principally because it is best for 
Rebecca, but also because it is 
easier for me, as I do not have 
to deal with sterilising bottles.” 

“At the moment Rebecca sleeps 
in a Moses basket and also has’ 
an accessible cot that was 
adapted by a local carpenter. 

“To get out and about I have a 
standard baby sling that goes 
around my middle. I find this 
much more practical than a 
carrier, which would force the 
baby’s head right under my 
chin when I am sitting in my 
wheelchair. 


“Had I known what I know 
now, I might have bought some 
special equipment, but it was 
very difficult to anticipate our 
needs. 

“T think there is an enormous 
market for equipment for 
parents with disabilities, but as 
soon as a product is labelled 
‘special equipment’ prices go up. 
The high street shops are good 
but you have to learn to be 
resourceful. The staff rarely have 
experience of helping people 
with disabilities. So you have to 
think things through for yourself 
and know what you want.” 

Rachel has noticed that some 
people have changed their 
attitude to her since she had 
her child. She is less conscious 
of being patronised. 

“T guess people think that if 
you’re capable of having a baby, 
you must be normal. A stranger 
did ask me if the baby was mine. 
I felt like saying ‘no, I pinched it’. 


Doing a great job 
“Before Rebecca was born I 
was a bit paranoid that the 
social services would take her 
away if they thought I could 
not cope, but the community 
midwife and the health visitor 
have been brilliant and tell me 
that Rebecca is fine and that 
I’m doing a great job. 

“Tt does take me a little longer 


- than most people to do some 


things, for example changing 
Rebecca’s nappy, but as long as 
I do not panic it doesn’t matter. 
It’s really a matter of gaining 
confidence. 

“My occupational therapist 
(oT) said that if I have any 
specific problems I could call an 
OT at the Mary Marlborough 
Centre in Oxford, who 
specialises in helping parents 
with disabilities. However, I _ 
would need a referral from a GP. — 

“Some of the greatest support 
comes from talking to other 
disabled parents. When I had 
problems lifting Rebecca out of 
her cot, I called ParentAbility 
and the woman on the phone 
described how she had lifted 
her own child. Although her 
disability was different, it was 
nice to talk to someone who 
had faced similar problems. 

“You don’t realise until you 
have a child what it is really 
like. It is important to know 
that you’re not the first person 
to go through it. Many other 
people with disabilities have 
successfully raised children, 
proving that disabilities and 
parenthood can be mixed.” 


ParentAbility tel: (01785) 51833. 
Val FitzGerald, senior OT, Mary 
Marlborough Centre, Windmill 
Road, Oxford OX3 7LD. 
Apologies to Disability, Preg- 
nancy & Parenthood Interna- 
tional, mentioned last month. 
Their present address is 

1 Chiswick Staithe, London 
W4 37TP, tel: 0181-994 0896. 
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Remember, 


remember... 


Yes, it’s the time of year when bonfires 
burn, fireworks fizzle and sparklers 

sparkle. DN has some seasonal things for 
kids to do this month, plus the chance to 
win W H Smith tokens. 


Colour in the picture on the right, write a poem about bonfire night 
in the space and send it to us. If you need more space, just use a 

_ new sheet of paper. Please include your age and address. Our 

_ favourite will win a £25 token, second prize is a token worth £15 

_ and one runner up will win a £10 token. Send your poems to DN, 
address on page two. The competition is open to anyone under 16. 

Also, why not have a go at our Guy Fawkes quiz below? See page 
_ 31 for the answers. Finally, if you’re going to a bonfire party this 
_ year, don’t forget to follow the firework code! 


Guy Fawkes quiz 


1. What did Guy Fawkes try, and fail, to blow up? 

2. Which country first used fireworks? 

3. The Gunpowder Plot was in the reign of which English king? 

4. What metal is added to fireworks to produce the colour blue? 
_ 5. What caramel covered fruit is eaten at this time of year? 


Write your bonfire night poem here... 


Create-a-caption October winner 


Congratulations to Mr D G Flaxman of Sutton Coldfield 
who wins £10. He thinks Arthur Goldthorpe (right) is saying 
to Yorkshire Water’s Eric Gore-Brown: “I presume that’s a 
leaked report you’ve got there?” Thanks to all who entered. 
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Did you know that DN is 
available on tape? Contact 


Helen Crow on 0171-383 4575 
for more information. 


ACROSS 
1. Disability language (7) 


DN’s crossword 2h" 


8. Phases (anag) © i gent ties at tome © : Ce. 10 use gadgets rid 
10. Stoat fur (6) : a 3 ‘Gia 
12. Word glee (anag) 
17. Rodent (3) 

18. Disability transport 
organisation (10) 

20. Egyptian god (6) 
21. Sound of a bell (5) 
22. Disentangled (9) 


Answers on page 31 COMPILED BY REBECCA REYNOLDS 


DOWN 
1. Skilled dance (6) “ 
~ 2. Breathing disability (6) PHOUSEHOLD pe 
3. Entrapping (6) 2 = 
4. Slippery fish (4) 
5. Timetable (4) 

» 6. Introduced gradually (6,2) 
9: Political organisation __ - : 
for fun? (5) oe oe ORY ip 71 JE AND INFORMATION PACK 
11. Lies lips (anag) LEI 16: OR WRITE TO THE ADDRESS 
13. Crease (7) he cor BE te Coupon and oced i to the deems opp 
14. Consume (3) 

15. Venom (6) 

~. 16. Grave-mound (6) 
19. Depressed (4) 
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26 Share your problems 


Ten steps 
to coping 


Ann Darnbrough DN, 12 Park Crescent, London W1N 4EQ 


Please excuse us, wheelchair 
users, but those of us with hid- 
den disabilities sometimes get a 
raw deal. It isn’t anybody’s 
fault and I am not sure there is 
an answer, apart from hanging 
a notice around our necks say- 
ing “beware person with invisi- 
ble disability”! 

I was talking to Joan Henry 
recently, whose disability — 
anxiety and depression — is 
both invisible and ferocious in 
its effects. 

It can have severe repercussions 
on families and friends who do 
not know how to cope when a 
panic attack takes hold in the 
middle of a supermarket, or 
when a deluge of tears 
overwhelms the individual and 
embarrasses companions and 
everyone around. 

Through sheer determination, 
Joan has dug herself out of this 
black hole (although the 
miseries are always ready to 
surface if she is unwary). Her 
recipe is to get up and about, 
even when all she wants to do is 
stay in bed and pull the 
bedclothes over her head. 
However she feels, and 
whatever the weather, she 


forces herself to get dressed and 
sets off on her bicycle to a local, 
neglected, little wood where she 
works among the plants and 
trees and wildlife. She believes 
that exercise can have a 
wonderfully beneficial effect. 

Most importantly, Joan is 
now keen to help others who 
are going through a similar 
experience. She runs a helpline 
and believes that she can offer a 
listening ear. She has “been 
there” and survived. She 
candidly says she can’t always 
help, but if she helps some 
people that is a bonus. 

Joan also believes it is vital to 
seek professional help. She 
knows how hard it is to take 
the first step towards accepting 
the idea of counselling. 
Unfortunately, private 
counselling is expensive. 
Treatment on the NHS, even if 
available, can mean a long wait 
— in Joan’s case a year. But if 
you want to take that first step, 
your GP is the best person to 
approach. 

In a difficult world, we all 
have our ways of coping with 
our disabilities. I was interested 
to read of Christine Leung’s ten 


_ 


to help you out. 


BakKare Beds 


Unit 17, Bell Park, Bell Close, Plympton, 
PLYMOUTH PL7 4JH. Tel: 01 752 34 22 22 

BaKare are the distributors of the unique VOLKER 2080E — 
probably the best Home Nursing Bed on the market — this is 


a touch button hi-lo multi functional bed that looks like a 
Stylish piece of furniture — not like a hospital bed! 


BaKare Motorised adjustable Beds from £600. 
Send for free no obligation leaflets & Price List. 


BaKare — a name for Comfort & Price! 


nd European Nursing Agency 


Specialists in providing live in 
carers for disabled people 


Based in Hertfordshire, the European Nursing Agency can provide live 
in carers and Nurses throughout the UK. 


We are dedicated to placing the most suitable carer to meet your needs 
and fit in with your own personal lifestyle. 


From as little as one weekend to a long term commitment we would love 


Give Clare a call on: 


St Albans (01727) 850600 


Professional Care With The Personal Touch 
Licensed by the Local Department of 


rules to help her adjust to life in 
a wheelchair after her accident. 
They must surely offer enormous 
encouragement to people with 
spinal cord injury, or anyone 
who is newly disabled. 

Stephen Bradshaw, former chief 
executive of the Spinal Injuries 
Association (SIA), described the 
rules to me as “a brilliant way of 
addressing the physical and 
attitudinal problems put in the 
way of disabled people. 
Christine’s positive attitude is a 
remarkable example of living life 
to the full”. 

Christine’s rules are: 

e Accept your limitations and 
make the most of what you 
have left 

e Hang on to your sense of self 
e Maintain your self-respect 

e Don’t be too demanding 

¢ Get a good special injuries 
lawyer 

e Do things in your own way, 
even if it means challenging 
accepted practices 

e Fill your time to avoid moping 
¢ Do not be afraid or ashamed 
of feeling depressed sometimes 
¢ Realise the value of people 
who love you 

e Be optimistic but realistic. 

None of this will come as a 
surprise to members of the SIA, 
but if you have a spinal cord 
injury and have not yet joined, 
I would say don’t wait a minute 
longer. 


Care or 
conflict? 


In disability circles it is not 
always considered polite to 
mention the word “carer”. The 
concept of “care” is thought of 
as patronising, and those dis- 
abled people who aspire to 
independence like to think in 
terms of employing “personal 
assistants”. 

For many people, however, the 
role of carer is very real. 
Anthea, a reader of this 
column, raises a number of 


programme 
from only 


£170.00 pp 


Sun, sea 
and Santa! 


4 day Christmas breaks 
including full board & 
full entertainment 


Tel: 01708 863198 NOW! 


A.T.S. HOUSE, 1 TANK HILL ROAD, PURFLEET, ESSEX RM16 1SX 


provocative issues around this 
subject — I would be interested 
to hear what you think. 

“Disability allowances can 
make disabled people an 
attractive prospect for spongers 
— whole families can live off 
them, depriving them of the 
freedoms that their grants are 
meant to buy. When the rest of 
the family is destitute, what is 
the disabled person to do? 


SERVICE! 


The DN tele- 
phone coun- 
sellor, Lin 
Berwick, is a 
psycho-ther- 
apeutic 

: counsellor, 
fully-accredited Methodist 
local preacher who can 
offer disabled people and 
their carers advice and sup- 
port on personal and spiri- _ 
tual problems. You can now — 
talk to her on Monday 
evenings, 6pm-10pm and 
Thursday afternoons, 1pm- 
Spm. Her telephone num- __ 
ber is (01708) 477582. DN’s 
helpline is sponsored by BT. | 


A UNIQUE 


“How can one avoid the 
relationship between the 
disabled person and their carer 
becoming a gruesome twosome 
playing manipulative power 
games? 

Because of the allowances, a 
partner could have their own 
“hidden agenda” of financial 
security. The subject is taboo. 
To openly discuss such things 
simply arouses suspicion. 
But, when some people put 
the cared for/carer through 
merry hell, it’s something to 
ponder. 

“Of all the leaflets that are 
produced, I haven’t seen one on 
the issue of the prime 
relationship in most disabled 
people’s lives — that between 
them and their partner — and 
it’s crucial to the happiness of 
them both.” 


Anthea would be interested to 
hear from readers about their 
experience of pressures put on 
marriages when one partner 
becomes disabled. 

Sometimes, as we know, 
marriages break down under 
the strain, but there are also 
partnerships which become 
stronger as a result of a couple 
learning to appreciate each 
other’s strengths — perhaps for 
the first time. 


Women’s 
words 


I have had many letters about 
loneliness. I will return to the 
subject another time. I have 
been particularly delighted to 
hear from women readers. 
They, you may remember, had 
kept quiet, while numerous men 
wrote in to describe their feel- 
ings after reading excerpts from 
Richard’s description of the 
howling pain of loneliness (DN, 
May). Both men’s and women’s 
letters will continue to be — 
warmly welcomed, but let me 
just give you a small taste of a 
woman’s view: 

“Dear Richard. Some severely 
disabled men I know have 
beautiful (and not just inside) 
girlfriends. Hormones don’t see 
in the same way as marketing 
industries do. At a conference I 
attended, no-one, but no-one, 
would dance at first. Until this 
man in a wheelchair moved on 
to the floor. He’s rather sexy 
isn’t he? was the response”. 

You’ll be hearing more from 
Patricia. Meanwhile, don’t 
forget to share your problems 
and your joys. 


Joan Henry tel: 01606 76920 
SIA, Newpoint House, 76 St. 
James’ Lane, London N10 3DE 
tel: 0181 444 2121. 

SIA has an excellent manual 
Moving Forward — The guide 
to living with spinal cord 
injury. £25 plus £5.50 pep. 


Tell us your story! 


Do you have a romantic tale 
to tell? Did you meet your 
partner in unusual circum- 
stances? Were you teenage 
sweethearts or did you find 
love later in life? DN would 
like to hear from you in time 
for our February issue — by 
10 December. 

We’d also like to know 
about happy holidays and 
holiday horrors for our Jan- 
uary issue. Have you been 
on a perfect package tour, — 
or did your dream destina- 
tion turn into a nightmare? 
Please write and tell us. 
Deadline: 15 November. 


Send your stories to DN, 
address on page 2. 
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Would anybody like to publish 
a manuscript about visual 
impairment? Author Sally 
French, who is visually impaired 
herself, was commissioned to 
write on the subject as part of a 
series. Sadly, the publishers 
pulled out when none of the 
other manuscripts appeared. 
The work focuses on visual 
impairment from a psychologi- 
cal, sociological and political 
angle. Contact Sally on 0181- 
653 0243. 


Victims of Tranquillisers is a 
group set up to promote under- 
standing of neuro-chemical 
brain damage caused by benzo- 
diazepine tranquillisers. They 
would like to hear from anyone 
who has been affected by these 


drugs. Contact Barry Merchant 
on 0181-778 7081. 


Rajivant Gill wants to inter- 
view people with spinal cord 
injuries for her degree. She is 
writing a paper on disabled 
people’s perceptions of sexual- 
ity. If you would like to help, 
contact her on 0171-221 1407. 


Deborah Hayward is putting 
together a book about mother- 
hood and is looking for women 
to share their experiences. If 
you can help, contact her on 
(01304) 841461. 


Look out for 


Workshop sessions for disabled 
writers at the Book Now Festi- 
val in London on 16 and 23 
November. £3 for both ses- 
sions. For further information 
tel: 0181-332 0534. 


Special needs education exhibition and seminars, November 6-7 at 
the Business Design Centre in Islington, London. Opening times 
are 9.30-6pm. For more information, tel: 0171-637 3378. 


Free evening lectures on access and architecture at the Architectural 
Association School of Architecture, 36 Bedford Square, London 
WC1B 3ES. For dates and times, tel: 0171-636 0974. 


The Future of Caring in Northern Ireland conference on 
14 November at Craigavon civic centre. Organised by the Carers’ 
National Association. For more information, tel: (01232) 439843. 


Il] CORNHILL 
” Direct 


Specially 
designed 


for you 


New direct, hi 


The RNIB is urging people to 
attend public firework displays 
this year. The plea comes after 
an increase in eye injuries last 
year — mostly at private dis- 
plays. They are also reminding 
shopkeepers it is illegal to sell 
fireworks to anyone under 16. 


BT have launched facilities for 
deaf people in payphones 
nationwide. 84 text payphones 
are planned where callers can 
send and receive typed mes- 
sages over the phone. 


Jooly’s Joint is an internet site 
where people with multiple 
sclerosis can advertise for pen- 
pals. Access it on http://www. 
worldserver.pipex.com/nc/ms_ 
penpals_uk/ 


The Scottish Down’s Syndrome 
Association has released a new 
booklet. Down’s Syndrome, 
Adulthood and Ageing is avail- 
able free. Tel: 0131-313 4225. 


Fancy yourself as the next 
Tarrantino? The Lloyds Bank/ 
Channel Four Film Challenge is 
open to people aged 11-25. Six 
winning scriptwriters will have 
their work screened on Chan- 
nel Four. The deadline is 15 
December. Tel: (0345) 443355. 


The Interplay Theatre Com- 
pany are a group of actors who 
offer workshops and shows for 
children with learning disabili- 
ties. For more information 


tel: (01132) 638556. 


cg, 


INDEPENDENT 
EASIDRY 


BODY 
DRYER 


...dry yourself 
with jets of 
warm air! 


Reduce your dependence on 
others, and enjoy comfort and 


privacy, with the Easidry's unique 


drying experience. 
=> effortless and hygienic 


3 perfectly balanced heat 


> safety tested 
Be affordable 
Be easily fitted 


GG 


Appointments 


Bob Findlay has been elected 
chair and Ann Pridmore vice- 
chair of the British Council of 
Disabled People. 


The Go Independent Easidry reduces 
the need for towels, leaving you 
completely dry without rubbing 

or chaffing. 


if you have problems drying yourself, 
the Go Independent Easidry offers 
the effective, hygienic and 
economical solution. 


AS SSBF, 
Go Independent House, 22 Stuart Road, Waterloo, Liverpool L22 4QS. 
Telephone: 0151 920 4627 « Fax: 0151 949 0490 


oh value 


low cost, insurance! 


Britain’s most reputable insurance companies, 


Why settle for insurance that could leave you 
under protected and out of pocket. Now that 
Disabled Persons Insurance Services, in 
conjunction with Cornhill Direct - one of 


range of attractive benefits. 


MOTOR INSURANCE 

Specially designed with your needs in mind, the 
‘DPIS Private Motor Plan’ offers you a choice of 
low cost, fully ‘comprehensive’ cover and a 


LIFE INSURANCE 


There is no doubt that the new ‘ Disabled Persons 
Protection Plan’, from as little as £10 a month, will 
give you real peace of mind - and for those you 

care for, a substantial level of financial protection. 


have specially designed the following high value, 
low cost insurance plans to meet your needs 


and your budget. 


HOME INSURANCE 

Jointly or individually, the ‘DPIS Home and 
Buildings Plan’ must be one of the most effective 
ways to protect your home, its’ contents and any 
special equipment you and your carers use. 


Representative only of CORNHILL INSURANCE PLC for the purpose of effecting investment business introductions only. CORNHILL INSURANCE PLC is regulated by the Personal Investment Authority for life assurance and pensions business. 


PHONE DIRECT FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 


OO 


113 285 4770 


LINES OPEN MON-FRI 9am-6pm SAT 9am-12 noon. 


Please quote 
reference DP512/KE4 


Disabled Persons Insurance Services 
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POWERTEC F50 INDOOR/OUTDOOR electric 
wheelchair. Kerb climber, head rest and 
battery charger. Immaculate condition. 
Was £2,900 new. Offers around £1,950. 
Tel: 0121-351 7264. 


LARK FOUR SCOOTER. Four wheel electric 
chair with hood. New — never used. Cost 
£2,395. Any offers tel: (01403) 784150. 


RENAULT TRAFFIC DAY van by Interbility. 
93 litre diesel. Five seats plus one or two 
wheelchairs. Windows all around. Rear 
fixed folding ramp. Sink, cooker, cup- 
boards. Immaculate. 15,000 miles. FSH 
stereo. £9,950. Tel: (01628) 823523. 
(Maidenhead) 


SCOOTER WITH BASKET for disabled per- 
son. Used once when bought. Cost 
£1,800. For sale at £1,000 ono. Please ring 
(01268) 476281 for viewing. 


ADJUSTAMATIC MASSAGE BED. 3 ft. £800. 
Very little used. Tel: (01865) 862717. 


GEWA PAGETURNER for sale. Good condi- 
tion with stand adaptor and plug. £200 
ono. Contact Richard Green, Laburnum 
Ward, St Mary’s Hospital, Greenhill 
Road, Leeds LS12 3QE, tel: (01132) 
790121. 


NISSAN MICRA AUTO. First reg Jan 95. 
2,400 miles. Fitted with hand controls and 
autochair. Roof top chair carrier. 
Bereavement forces sale. £8,000 ono. Tel: 
(01945) 410644 or 410436. 


CAMPER TOYOTA HIACE. 48,000 miles. In 
very good condition. Also Ratcliffe lift 
£38,000. Tel: (01473) 221607. 


WYMO CHAIR HOIST. Lifts wheelchair on 
to the roof of the car in two minutes. 
Powered by the cigarette lighter. Origi- 
nally cost £1,040. Will accept £350. Please 
tel: 0161-707 1075. (Manchester) 


THREE WHEEL ELECTRIC scooter. Pace 
saver. Hardly used. Rechargeable battery. 
£700 or nearest offer. Tel: (01962) 714807. 


1985 TOURING CARAVAN. Wheelchair 
accessible. Fridge, heating, toilet. £1,800. 
Tel: (01159) 332216. (Nottingham) 


SUNGIFT 600 FOUR wheel mobility vehi- 
cle. Three years old. Good condition. Has 
hood and shopping basket. £1,750 ono. 
Tel: (01491) 833542. (Oxon) 


BEC SCORPIO WHEELCHAIR. 17in. Includes 
battery charger, puncture proof tyres. 
£960. Tel: (01132) 486746. (Leeds area) 


JAN REHAB HORACEK pushchair model 
3221. To suit four to ten year old. £490. 
Tel: (01327) 842046. 


LARK XT SCOOTER. Two years old. In 
good condition. Hardly been used. Price 
£900 ono. Tel: (01784) 247719. 


More for sale ads on page 29 


TRANSIT CAVALIER or similar. Automatic 
power steering. electric hoist and posi- 
tions for two wheelchairs. Good condi- 
tion. Dorset. Tel: (01202) 843406. 


Property for sale 


LANCASTER ONE-BEDROOM flat with own 
garden, conservatory and private park- 
ing. Wheelchair accessible. £32,000 ono. 
Tel: (01524) 66960. 


ONE-BEDROOM GROUND floor flat in Bark- 


ing, Essex. Suitable for wheelchair user. 


and London. £27,000. Tel: 0181-270 
S927. 


DETACHED CHALET BUNGALOW. Four bed- 
rooms, dressing room, lounge, dining 
room, kitchen/diner, large bathroom, 
shower room, utility room, study, cloak- 
room, double glazing, gas ch, garage, gar- 
dens. Pleasant village location. 15 mins 
from Mi, 45 mins from London. 
£129,950. For photo and details 


tel: (01525) 210409 Stanbridge, Bedford- . 


shire. 


Disability Now is not responsible 
for claims made in the advertise- 
ments it prints and all readers are 
advised to check claims with the 


advertisers before relying on them. 


ORLANDO, FLORIDA 


DISABLED TRAVELLERS DON’T MISS THIS 
SPACIOUS, LUXURY, ADAPTED BUNGALOW. 3 
DOUBLE BEDROOMS, 2 BATHROOMS (MANGAR 
BATHLIFT), CABLE TV, TELEPHONE. COUNTRY 

CLUB MEMBERSHIP. 10 MINS AIRPORT. 15 

MINS DISNEY. PARAPLEGIC OWNER, SUE 

FISHER, 5 PARK LANE, BROUGHTON PARK, 
SALFORD M7 4HT. TEL/FAX: 0161 792 3029. 


EVERYTHING IS WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE AT 
BLAGDON FARM COUNTRY HOLIDAYS DEVON 
New, luxury bungalows, overlooking 2.5 acre 
lake and set in 38 acres picturesque country- 
side. Nature trail, adventure playground, pet’s 
corner and large games room. For brochure 
contact Pauline & Tony Blight, Ashwater, 
Beaworthy, DEVON EX21 5DF. Phone 01409 
211509. Fax: 01409 211510. 


MAR Y SOL - TENERIFE 
Wheelchair accessible apartments. Heated pool with 
hoist, restaurant, poolside bar, equipment hire. Ring 
today for cheapest prices on flights. Video available. 


ALGARVE - PORTUGAL 

Wheelchair friendly luxury villas in Portugal with 
swimming pools or small friendly hotel with adapted 
rooms. Sue Abbott, 123 Coppermill Road, Wraysbury, 
Staines, Middx. TW19 5NX. Tel: (01753) 685718. 


Winged Fellowship — quality holidays and 
respite care for people with severe physical 
disabilities. We operate five purpose-built 
respite care centres at: Jubilee Lodge, 
Chigwell; Sandpipers, Southport; Crabhill 
House, Redhill; Netley Waterside House, 
Southampton; and Skylarks, Nottingham. 
We also provide overseas and discovery 
holidays. For full brochure please contact 
Winged Fellowship, Angel House, 20-32 
Pentonville Road, London N1 9XD or 
telephone 0171-833 2594. 


“STRATHSPEY, SCOTTISH HIGHLANDS’ 
Beautifully restored 19th century forest village 
cottage offers (STB) highly accredited facilities 

especially designed for wheelchair users. 
Spacious, warm and peaceful. An ideal touring 
base in magnificent scenery. Brochure with 
specifications and access guide to numerous local 
attractions and visits. Tel/fax 01479 821642 


Brittany Cottage to let. Fully adapted 
for wheelchair use. Good access to 


beaches. Sleeps up to 6. Details 
C Hodgson. Tel: (01924) 454300. 


Ambleside — Lake District 
Exclusive det bungalow and cottages. 5 
min from lake and shops. Convenient to 
all areas of lakes. Tel: 015394 31733. 
From £200 per week 


MOLD, NORTH WALES: Luxury, wheelchair 
accessible bungalow. Sleeps 4/5. All mod cons. 
Two bathrooms, private south-facing garden. 
Ideal base. £250 weekly. Brochure: Mrs 
Dowling, 23 Gleneagles Road, Great Sutton, 
South Wirral L66 4NF (Tel: 0151 339 5316). 


Llandeilo, West Wales 
1994 HOLIDAY CARE WINNER 
3 cottages, all wheelchair accessible. Rural location and 
overlooked by 12th century castle. Ideally situated for 
exploring South and West Wales. Each cottage sleeps 4, 
central heating, CTV, games/fitness rooms, laundry, 
extensive grounds. Open all year, short breaks available. 
Tel: Catherine McLoughlin (01558) 823 059 for brochure. 


PENROSE BURDEN NORTH CORNWALL 
“1992 Holiday Care Award Winners” 
Holiday Cottages designed for wheelchair 
users and their families. Rural setting with 
superb views. Dogs welcome. Wood burning 
stoves and daily meal service. 
Please ring or write for colour brochure. 
R&N Hall, Penrose Burden, St Breward, 
Bodmin, Cornwall PL30 4LZ. Telephone 
Bodmin (01208) 850277 or 850617. 


GLEBE FARM HOLIDAYS 
SELF CATERING COTTAGES FOR 
THE DISABLED 
Glebe Farm, Charles Brayford 
Nr. Barnstaple, North Devon EX32 7PT 
Telephone: 0598 710241 
Open all year. Wheelchair accessible. 
Equipment available. 

Tourist Board 4 keys and commended. 
Please contact: Valerie Boddington 


WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE 
HOLIDAY COTTAGE IN RURAL FRANCE 
Charming cottage in Dordogne region available for 
rent. Reasonable rates. If you are looking for 
peace and quiet, warm weather, good food and 
wine, this is the place for you. 

Book now for 1996 
For more information tel: 0181-459 1324 
evenings 


Keith Sumner 
Building Services & 


Specialising in ¢ Alterations & adaptations 
for disabled people « All and any structural 
alterations. For more information or a free 
quotation call 0161 794 4208. 


Disabled accountant works from 
home and prepares accounts for self- 
employed people and small businesses 
for taxation purposes. Can obtain tax 
rebates if applicable. Fees reasonable. 

Consultations are free. 
Tel: 01279 415 664. 


JIM DORAN HAND CONTROLS 
229 Torrington Avenue, Coventry CV4 9HN 
Tel: (01203) 460833 
Specialists in car conversions including tiller 
steering for the physically handicapped. 
Contact us whether a driver or passenger to 
see if we can assist 


Motor insurance 


The “Access” Policy 


A unique contract specially 
designed for owners of 
vehicles converted to carry 
wheelchair passengers. 


Substantial premium savings - 
up to 30% possible. 


For a quote please contact 
CHARD INSURANCE 
SERVICES (REGISTERED 
BROKERS), 15 HOLYROOD 
STREET, CHARD TA20 2AH. 
01460 61373162148 


Now for the first time! 


Freephone 0800 220878 
or 01635 529500 


& 


In a Crisis 


Helplessness * Anxiety * Longing 
Anger * Sadness * Hurt ° Fear 
Despair 
Whatever you’re going through, 
we'll go through it with you. 
Please Phone, Visit or Write 


The 


0345 90 90 90 


(Calls charged at local rate) 


Find-A-Friend 
Anybody-Any Age-Anywhere Able-Bodied or Disabled 
Choose Your Own Ideal Relationship 


1 Weir Street, Northwich, Cheshire, CW9 SHL 
Tel/fax (24Hrs) UK 01606 49093.Overseas Int.+ 44 +1606 49093. 


HANDIDATE 


Dating Agency for people with disabilities and 
caring, understanding able bodied persons 
Ring now on 
01473 226950 
Lonely, bored and fed up? 
Why not give Handidate a try, 
you may be pleasantly surprised 
GO FOR IT and JOIN NOW 


To reply to a “personal” indicate the 
Box Number and mark the enve- 
lope Private and Confidential. If you 


do not, it will be opened. Send to 
DN, address on page 2. 
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Classified lineage advertisements 
Please use this form if you are a private individual and want to place a classified advertisement. Write clearly in block capitals. Remember to 
allow a space for each comma or full stop and a Space between words. Use each space in the line even if you have to split words at the end. 


emesis Be a a ll (Part of the first line will be in bold capitals) 


SEER ee oe oe 


Continue on a separate sheet if necessary 


Send this coupon with your name and address, da 


12 Park Crescent, London W1N 4EQ. 
1 DN reserves the right to edit advertisements if necessary at no additional cost. Completion of this form does not guarantee inclusion in a particular issue. Sorry no refunds. DN is a non-profit making newspaper. 
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ytime telephone number and a cheque for the total made payable to Disability Now, to: 


VERY PRETTY, VISUALLY impaired lady, 
hearing aid user. Friendly, happy, fit, 
intelligent lady seeks male, able-bodied or 
hearing aid user, non smoker, slim, pro- 
fessional, easy-going, 30-42 for genuine 
friendship and long-term relationship. 
Please reply as you will not regret it. Box 
No. 834 


MAN, 38, CP, mobile, IQ 121, seeks 


woman — object negotiable. Box No. 835 


| AM A SIGN LANGUAGE tutor, single, 25 
years old. Own house. Interests include 
cinema, dining in and out, ten pin bowls, 
relaxing at home. I am profoundly deaf 
and have a bit of a problem leg. I would 
like to meet a female age 18-35, hearing or 
deaf. I am very patient, caring honest, 
sharing, supportive and understanding. 
Box No. 836 


1 AM A 33 year old male and have hydro- - 
cephalus. I would like to meet a male per- 
son with the same disability or someone 
who has Down’s Syndrome. Box No. 837 


HI PEOPLE, RICHARD is here. I am sure you 
all know me by now in share your prob- 
lems by Ann. I'd love to fall in love and 
make friends with the girl who says no 
problem, let’s give him a chance. Please. 
Box No 838 


GAY GUY, 45. Limited mobility but can 
travel. Interests include humour, music, 
chess. I am broadminded and easy going. 
Seek interesting pen friends and maybe 
someone special. Box No. 839 


GAY DISABLED LADY, very attractive, in 
her 30s would like to contact other gay 
disabled ladies of any age with view to 
friendship. Box No. 840 


“HOBBES” — MY ONE and only true love. I 
miss you as if you were a part of me. I live 
for the day when we two can live as one. 
Ever yours, H. Box No. 841 


GET TO YOUR pens ladies. Frenchman, 29 
year old, based in Paris, seeks open 
minded paraplegic female penfriends for 
entertaining correspondence and _ long- 
term friendship. Box No. 842 


1 AM A 34 year old male wheelchair user 
living in south Scotland. I am fun loving, 
honest and sincere. I enjoy the good 
things in life and know my priorities. Var- 
ied interests. I seek a lady 24 to 45 plus to 
share friendship hopefully leading to rela- 
tionship. Any nationality welcome. Box 
No. 843 


EX BBC STUDIO manager, 50 plus with 
MS. Has a lively mind and imagination. 
Interests are classical music, poetry, the- 
atre. Would like platonic companionship 
of non-smoking, intelligent man with a 
macabre sense of humour. Box No. 844 


| WOULD LIKE to write to or maybe meet a 
20-30 year old lady. But she must be single 
and, when replying, please send photo of 
yourself. My name is Stuart and I’m a 
smart kind of guy who likes the better 
things in life. I am 20 years old. If there’s 
anyone who’d like to write, please do so. 
Box No. 845 


DAY ACTIVITY CENTRE — Irish guys and 
gals from 18-37 years, with various abili- 
ties are looking for penpals and friend- 
ships. Interests include drama, yoga, 
music, going out, eating and drinking! 
Box No. 846 


For Personal ads please send 
a cheque or postal order for 
£3 payable to Disability Now 
with your ad. This is to help 
cover our costs. 


SEND US YOUR SMALLS... 
...and make a big impression. 


Small ads in DN reach over 
80,000 people for just £3 a 
line. All small ads must be 
paid for in advance. If you 
want to advertise, please use 
the form on the left. Send it 
with a cheque for the total to 
Disability Now, 12 Park 
Crescent, London W1N 4EQ. 
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For a fast and efficient service call 


free 0500 340611 anytime. 


Free puncture proofing on all machines. 


NIAGARA MASSAGE PADS, hand units. 
Adjustamatic massage beds, reclining massage 
chairs, nearly new, half prices, reconditioned, 
year warranty, guaranteed first class goods. 
Part exchanges, repairs, COD, Access, Visa 
accepted. Tel: (01460) 61157. 


The Lynx Hand Control 


The ONLY control that transfers from 
car to car. Fits in 5 minutes — removal 
takes seconds. 

Your driving freedom will cost less than 
you think: For more details call: Lynx 
Hand Controls Ltd., on 01695 573816. 
HIRE WITH EUROPCAR 
WITH LYNX HAND CONTROLS 
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ACCESSIBLE 
EX DEMONSTRATION 
VEHICLES. 
UNREGISTERED, 
LOW MILEAGE. 
FOR FULL DETAILS 
TEL: 01438 747448 


Accessible 


‘Adam Price 


Vehicles 
SPECIALIST SUPPLIER OF USED 
WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE VEHICLES 


Access conversions to your 
existing vehicle 


Passenger use conversions (windows 
trim and seating) to used vans. 


We sell and buy used vehicles. 
Tel: Office (01202) 814112, Mobile (0374) 899687. 


LARK ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIR. Very good 
condition. By Orthokinetics. Offers 
tel: (01932) 883354. 


TURBO ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIR. As new. 
Would suit child up to Sft. Brilliant 
machine. New standing frame, battery, 
video, manual. My son unable to use con- 
trols. Can deliver. £2,000. Tel: Bath 
(01225) 423381. Also just serviced. 


ADJUSTAMATIC BED with cyclo vibrating 
massager. Mains powered. £750 ono. 
Gentle lift recliner chair. Mains powered. 
£250 ono. Single divan bed £45 ono. Tel: 
0181-544 0867. 


LARK CLASSIC POWER chair. £2,000. New 
June 1994. £1,500 ono. Details tel: 0181- 
650 5821. 


VAUXHALL ASTRA MERIT 1.6 auto. Three 
door hatchback. Blue. 1991. Power 
assisted steering. 48,000 miles. Fitted 
with hand controls. One year’s MOT. 
£3,450. Guildford. Tel: (01483) 233640. 


LEYLAND DAF CITY van. Diesel. K Reg. 
Adapted for wheelchair beside driver 
with clamps and seatbelt, sliding side 
door and electric/hydraulic hoist. Plus 
seat for two. Mileage under 15,000. 
£6,950. Tel: (01379) 384602. 


SAFARI MOBILITY CAR 1988. Petrol driven 
hard top. Suitable for all weathers. £750 
ono. Tel: (01829) 770760. 


1994 LARK ELECTRIC four wheel scooter. 
Immaculate. 35 mile range. Two speed 
reverse gear indicators, lights, canopy, 
basket, charger. New price £3,700. Ask- 
ing £1,700 ono. Tel: (01654) 702695. 


DO 


+ Free personal survey 

(no obligation) 
* New or reconditioned stairlifts 
* Servicing and maintenance 
+ Unwanted stairlifts purchased 
* Branches nationwide 


Telephone: 
0181-861 2370 
or (01276) 23119 
for nearest branch 


We are approved agents for: 


St ah V4, 
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HOISTS 


fer Whting wheelchairs, scooters 
and people inte cars... 


WE HAVE THE ANSWER 
Ring 01629-813493 ra 
for brochure or free demo O (‘B) 


Autoctan Ltd Milford Lane Bakewell DE4 1DX 


ARE YOU A 
WHEELCHAIR USER? 


Is getting out of your chair into your car 
becoming more and more difficult, painful or 
just too much for your driver/carer? 


A Chairman Car from Gowrings means 
no more transferring, no more lifting, 
just travelling with the family whenever 
you choose, in comfort. 

Ring us FREE on 0800 220878 


for your full colour 
information pack. 


eh 
GOWRINGS MOBILITY 


Tel: 01635 529500 


EK P C EQUIPMENT FOR THE 
PHYSICALLY CHALLENGED 
Specialising in: 
Lightweight, Rigid & 
_ Folding Wheelchairs 


* Expert Advice by Wheelchair 
| Professionals 
* Home Demonstrations 
* Repairs, Servicing, Spares 
* Wheelchair Insurance 
* Authorised dealers for Quickie, 
Shadow, Top End, Action, Swede 


«ttory Phone for a Brochure or 
27-7 /% Further Information: 
EPC Head Office 
wwf Tel/Fax: 01252 547939 
Se EPC Regional Office 
Tel/Fax: 01203 422327 
A company run by the disabled - for the disabled! 


FOR ALL YOUR CHAIR NEEDS: 


Power, Manual, Lightweight, New, Used, 
All Sizes and suitable for all Ages. Also 
Stairlifts, car conversions and 
many other products. 


Advice from Professional 
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GBL Wheelchair Services Ltd 
Brentford. Tel: 0181 569 8955 Fax: 0181 560 5380 


Littlehampton. Tel: 01903 733528 Fax: 01903 733530 


NISSAN MICRA GSX 5,000R auto, 1988 F 
reg. 65,000 miles. Full hand and infra-red 
controls. Good condition. New MOT. 
£2,300 ono. Tel: (01279) 413777. 


CARE DESIGN BED. Four sectioned mat- 
tress and support. Electronically oper- 
ated. Manual brakes. Integral wooden cot 
sides. Three years old. £1,000. New. Rea- 
sonable offers considered. 


FORD ESCORT reg Nov 94. 2DR lead in 
1,400cc ONT. Blue. Constable car chair 
conversion. Attendant chair front passen- 
ger position. 1,600 miles only. £9,000. 
Tel: (01437) 781787. (Haverfordwest, 
south west Wales) 


RIFTON PAEDIATRIC GAIT trainer. Front 
leaning. As new. 48cm. £525 in July 1994. 
£350 ono. Tel: (01482) 650642. Hull, 
north Humberside. 


POWERCHAIRS 


(MOBILITY CONSULTANTS) 


Nearly new, hardly used Electric Wheelchairs, 
Scooters, Batricars. All models wanted and for sale. 
The right one to suit your individual problem. 


FREE ADVICE, DELIVERY, COLLECTION. 
ALL AREAS COVERED. 


Fully Guaranteed 
Ring Mr Gibbons free on 


0500 357 4965 


or 0121-357 4965 anytime 


All major credit cards accepted 


ORTHOKINETIC LIFT recline armchair. 
Electrically powered. Fitted castors for 
easy movement. £200 ono. Tel: (01962) 
735079. 


MANGAR BOOSTER BATH LIFT. Excellent 
condition. Cost £718. Will accept £300. 
Pegasus pro forma cushion. Used one 
week only. Cost £575. Will accept £350 
ono. Oswestry standing frame. Little 
used. Cost £332. Will accept £200. 
Browning, tel: (01643) 705056. 


LIBERTY ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIR. 18 
months old. £1,400 ono. Niagara therapy 
recliner chair in tan leather. £600 ono. 
Both very good condition. Tel: 0161-775 
0481. 


ORTHOKINETICS ELECTRICALLY operated 
reclining armchair. Nearly new. £700. 
Tel: (01425) 654368. 


HOMECRAFT, SHOPRIDER, BEC HOMECRAFT, SHOPRIDER, BEC 


SUNRISE H & E (E & J) BOOSTER LARK RASCAL SUNRISE H & E (E & J) BOOSTER LARK RASCAL 


OAK MOBILITY 
& & 


MANUFACTURERS AND SUPPLIERS 
OF MEDICAL EQUIPMENT 


e ALL LEADING BRANDS AVAILABLE NEW AND SECOND HAND 
e@ HOME DEMONSTRATIONS AVAILABLE e FREE CATALOGUE 
e FREE COURTESY VEHICLE TO OUR SHOWROOM NEAR YOU 

SALES — LONG/SHORT HIRE — REPAIRS — SERVICE 


Oak House 102-105 St Nicholas Road 25 Seaview Street 

East Common Lane, Great Yarmouth Cleethorpes DN35 8EU 
Scunthorpe Tel: 01493 330455 Tel: 01472 200142 

Tel: 01724 852307 Ask for Sheila Ask for Stephen 

Ask for Pat 4 Lorne Road 421/123 Connaught Ave 
70 Castleton Boulevard Northampton NN1 3RN Frinton, Essex 
Skegness PE25 2TS Tel: 01604 601359 Tel; 01255 674409 

Tel: 01754 761841 Ask for Sharon Ask for Richard 

Ask for Paul 


FREEPHONE - 0800 626810 
SUNRISE H & E (E & J) BOOSTER LARK RASCAL SUNRISE H & E (E & J) BOOSTER LARK RASCAL 
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Manager 


circa £20,000 


Disability Resource Centre, Bedfordshire 


The Disability Resource Centre is a service provided by users for 
users. The aim is to enable people with disabilities, their families 
and carers to have easy access to information, equipment and 
services needed to live independent and full lives. 


We are a voluntary organisation with charitable status managed by 
a Board of Trustees a majority of whom are people with disabilities. 
We employ a team of 5 staff and between 10-15 volunteers 
working together to provide a collective service for people with 
disabilities, their families and carers living in Bedfordshire. 
Statutory and voluntary services are also based in the Centre. 


The successful applicants should have at least two years’ 
management experience along with proven ability to plan for all 
current and future needs. 


In order to meet the challenges of this position you will need: 


¢ Financial skills including budgetary planning and the ability to 
fundraise 

¢ Understanding of disability and equal opportunities issues 

¢ Acreative and imaginative approach to the development of the 
centre 

¢ Good communication and liaison skills 

¢ Strong self motivation and the ability to get results 

* Ability to lead and motivate staff and volunteers 


Applications from people with disabilities would be positively 
welcomed. 


For further information and an application form, please send an A4 
stamped addressed envelope to: Sue Mills, Information Officer, 
The Disability Resource Centre, Poynters House, Poynters Road, 
Dunstable, Beds LU5 4TP. 


Closing date: 30th November 1995. 


TWO NEW POSTS 

ADD (Action on Disability and Development) supports the self-help initiatives of 
disabled people in their work for basic human rights and equal opportunities, working 
with organisations run by disabled people in developing countries. ADD is committed 
to equal opportunities. As a result of expansion we are seeking to fill two additional 
posts. We employ both disabled and non-disabled people, but applicants with 
disabilities will be considered to have an extra qualification. 


1. PROGRAMME CO-ORDINATOR 
salary £15,000-£20,000 dependent upon experience 


Post involves extensive contact with disabled peoples’ organisations and ADD 
programmes in Africa and Asia, monitoring, evaluating and supporting their work. It 
includes the negotiation of plans and budgets, and the development of new 
programmes and partnerships. Experience in development initiatives in the UK or, 
preferably, overseas is needed plus an ability to write well, handle a large volume of 
work and work with figures. Some overseas travel. 

Closing date for applications December 7th. Interviews will be held in January 1996. 


2. OFFICE MANAGER 
salary £10,000-£15,000 dependent upon experience 


Skilled and experienced administrator needed as the lynch pin of a busy administrative 
and communications system servicing our international operation. Experience in 
personnel and/or management preferred. Computing skills, knowledge of modern tele- 
communications, excellent time management and organising abilities all essential. 
Closing date for applications November 17th. 
Interviews December 7th. 
Both posts are based in our fully accessible Frome offices. For an application pack 
and further information contact ADD — stating which vacancy — at: 
23 Lower Keyford, Frome, Somerset BA11 4AP 
tel 01373 473064 minicom 01373 463932 fax 01373 452075 
CHARITY COMMISSION NO. 294860 
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Richmond Advice and Information on Disability 
Registered Charity No 1011697 


Manager (part-time) 


We are looking to appoint a Manager (part-time over 4 days) as part of 
our development programme. 
You will work closely with volunteers providing a telephone advice and 
information service and with a salaried Information Officer. 
You will be highly motivated, with excellent communication skills and IT 
knowledge and have managerial abilities. 
Starting salary £19,339 pro rata 
We are an Equal Opportunities employer. 
For further information and an application form, send a SAE to: 
Vice-Chair, RAID, Annexe Day Centre, 
Fortescue House, Stanley Road, TWICKENHAM TW2 5PZ 


Affiliated to DIAL UK 


Somerset County Council 
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES EMPLOYER 


INCREASING JOB OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES 


Somerset County Council is determined to employ more people with 
disabilities as this is seen as a key way to improve our services to 
members of the public with disabilities. 

We regularly have vacancies of all types at all levels — office, craft and 
manual, professional. Examples of jobs currently being advertised are 
teachers, social workers, care workers, auditor, receptionist, finance 
officer, clerical assistant. Each year we have a few administrative 
training placements, specifically for people with disabilities, aimed at 
improving their opportunity to find employment. 

All disabled applicants who meet the requirements for a post will be 
shortlisted, and offered the opportunity of an informal meeting prior to 
the interview. 
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We offer competitive rates of pay, good conditions of employment, 
including a job share scheme, flexible working arrangements, workplace 
nurseries, help and support in the workplace. We are working hard to 
improve accessibility to all our buildings for people with a disability. 


If you would like to be put on our mailing list for a regular 
copy of the Authority’s Vacancy Bulletin or would like to be Ss “o/s 
4 Wes 
a 
S 
Julian Bellew on Taunton (01823) 255595. “sans 


considered for any of the positions listed above, contact 


QYOO3H NOILVONGI SWN3ISNW 


Ss 


TRADING STANDARDS EXMOOR NATIONAL PARK SCIENTIFIC SERVICES FIRE SERVICE 


Occupational Work 
Centre Manager 


Advancing Independence and Integration for 
People with Severe Disabilities 


The Papworth Trust helps people with disabilities to progress - at work, in the 
home and recreationally - so that they can live as independently as possible and 


integrate fully within society. 


We are now looking for an enthusiastic individual to manage our Occupational 
Work Centre, which provides occupational work experience for up to 80 clients. 
The Work Centre forms part of individually-tailored client development programmes, 
which also include training, industrial work experience, occupational therapy, 
independent living skills and education. As the Work Centre Manager, you will be 


expected to contribute to the development of both the clients and the programme. 


You should have a good knowledge of the special needs of people with 
disabilities, combined with some previous supervisory experience. Strong 


administrative, communications and organisational skills are essential. 


We offer a competitive salary and benefits package, including contributory 
pension scheme and life insurance. 


Please write with full CV to Bill Hande, Director, Personnel and Occupational , 
Services, Papworth Trust, Papworth Everard, CAMBRIDGE CB3 8RG. 
Telephone 01480 830345. 


The Papworth Trust is committed to enabling the social, residential and se ie 
vocational integration of people with disabilities empowering them ‘We 
as contributing members of society. Registered Charity 21 1234. 


THE PAPWORTH TRUST _ 
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LIBRARIES PERSONNEL TREASURERS PROPERTY SERVICES SOCIAL SERVICES 


We will discriminate... but only on ability! 


Too often, people are labelled on how they appear and not on 
what they can achieve. These are labels of ignorance which can lead to 
unfair or unlawful discrimination. 

At Salford City Council, we are committed to equality of 
opportunity and will discriminate only on your ability to do the job. 
So if you feel you could do a job we advertise, whether full time or job 


share, apply! 

If you would like details of current vacancies, contact the 
Director of Personnel Services, Salford Civic Centre, Chorley Road, 
Swinton, Salford M27 2BN, tel. 0161 793 3507 (answerphone 
service after office hours). Minicom 0161 793 2544 (hearing 


impaired applicants only). Gi ty 0 yf 


a, ese ut ref NI Sal or 


“o/s ye 
> all communications. 


“say 
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Apprenticeship for a Disabled Person 


leading to the post of Gallery Education Administrator 


Yorkshire Sculpture Park is working with the Arts Council Apprenticeship Scheme. & 


to run a 12 month full time apprenticeship, open to disabled people only, with a 
salary of £10,000. The apprentice will be trained in the key tasks of the post before 
transfer to full employment. Closing date November 24 1995. 

For information send a sae to lan Nelson, Yorkshire Sculpture Park, West Bretton, wy. 
Wakefield, W. Yorks. WF4 4LG. Large print, tape or braille available on request. pea 


INDEPENDENT LIVING IN REDBRIDGE 


Are you able to help us develop Independent 
Care Management in Redbridge? 


The Local Authority and the Health Authority have awarded a grant 
to undertake a research study to demonstrate the viability of 
establishing an independent care management service in the 
London Borough of Redbridge. The project is being managed by 
Redbridge Disability Association and Living Options in Practice. 
The researcher will ideally have a disability and/or experience of 
working with people with disabilities and a sound knowledge of 
Care in the Community and its implementation. 

The fee offered is up to £6,000 plus reasonable expenses agreed 
in advance. 

For an information pack and draft specification, please contact 
Olive Young, Living Options on 0181 514 5433, minicom 0181 514 
5122 or Janet Bell, Redbridge Disability Association on 0181 514 
2565, minicom 0181 514 5686, 98/100 Ilford Lane, Essex IG1 2LD. 
Closing date for completed tenders: Friday 1st December 1995. 


NORTH WEST ARTS BOARD 


North West Arts Board, the regional arts agency for the north-west of 
England has recently completed an extensive restructuring process, 
which will carry the organisation forward into a more dynamic period of 
activity. As a result of the restructuring the following position has now 
become vacant: 


RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT OFFICER 
(ACCESS) (Ref: AC1) part-time 
£18,726-£23,238 (SCP 33-41) pro-rata 


This is a part-time post, working 2 days a week. It is located in the 
Resource Development Department and reports to its Director. The 
postholder will have responsibility for corporate development in the 
area of Arts and Disabled People and will jointly lead on NWAB’s 
Affirmative Action priority. This post also has some responsibility for 
liaison with local authorities and other partners. 

Interviews for this post will be held on: WEDNESDAY 6 DECEMBER 
1995. 

The successful candidate will have some experience and knowledge of 
the national and regional arts funding structure. The postholder will be 
familiar with current issues in the arts and will have the ability to work 
collaboratively with staff at all levels. 

For an Application Form and further information please write on a 
POSTCARD ONLY, quoting the relevant reference to: Anne Dunkley, 
PA/Administrator: Finance, Information & Internal Services, North West 
Arts Board, 12 Harter Street, Manchester M1 6HY. 

Application packs are available in LARGE PRINT 

or a tape facility (please specify requirement). 

CLOSING DATE FOR RETURNED 

APPLICATIONS: TUESDAY 14 NOVEMBER 

1995 AT 12 NOON. NO CVs. north Wee 
COMMITTED TO POLICIES OF EQUAL board 
OPPORTUNITY. 


Development Officer 


Artshare South West requires a Part- 
time Development Officer for Dorset to 
start February 1996: 18 hours per 
week. Accessible office in Sherborne. 
Initial one-year contract. £13,197 (pro 
rata). Closing Date: Friday 1 December 
1995. For details and application form 
contact: Artshare South West, c/o 
Exeter & Devon Arts Centre, Bradninch 
Place, Gandy Street, Exeter EX4 3LS. 
Tel: (01392) 218923. a 
Artshare is an equal opportunitie. 
employer and particularly welcomes 
applications from disabled people. 


Chester City Council 
Disability Arts Worker 


(Cheshire) 
2 year part-time post (21 hours per week) 
(pro rata £14,943 per annum) 


To raise the profile of arts work by and for disabled 
people. To organise key projects, build up 
information, resources, key contacts and networks. 
Previous experience of organising arts projects and 
community initiatives is essential. Further details 
available in print, large print or tape, please contact: 
Adrian Sumner, Arts Development Officer, Chester 
City Council, Grosvenor Park Lodge, Grosvenor Park, 
Chester CH1 1QQ Tel: 01244 348365. 

This post involves travel around the region 
Closing date: 17 November Interview: 1 December 
Applications from disabled people are particularly 

encouraged 
Supported by Cheshire County Council, 
Vale Borough Council and North West Arts Board. 


Industrial Therapy Organisation 
(Bristol) Ltd. 


Registered Charity No. 261930 


TRAINING & 


EMPLOYMENT OFFICER 
(Disabled People) 


Applications are invited for this full- 
time post to establish new training 
programmes that will enable 
students and employees to move 
into open employment. 


For further details and an application 
form write to: ITO (Bristol) Ltd, 
Lydstep Terrace, Dean Lane, Bristol 
BS3 1DR or tel: 0117-966 8491. 
Closing date for applications 21st 
November 1995. 


ITO is an Equal Opportunities 
Employer. 


DEADLINES FOR 
DECEMBER ISSUE: 
booking by 10 
November. Camera 
ready artwork/copy by 
14 November. 


TO ADVERTISE YOUR 
VACANCIES/COURSES 
please contact the 
Advertisement 
Manager, Richard 
Gresham, Kingslea 
Press Limited, 12 Dock 
Offices, Surrey Quays 
Road, London SE16 
2XU. Tel: 0171-252 1362. 
Fax: 0171-237 8019. 


Disability Now 
Subscription Rates 


Individual at home address: 
one year, £14, two years, 
£27. Organisations/authori- 
ties: one year, £19, two 
years, £37. Overseas (air- 
mail): one year, £30. Multi- 
ple copies: 2 copies, £32, 3 
copies, £48, 4 copies, £64, 
5 copies, £80, 6-9 copies, 
£96, 10-50 copies, £160, 
51-100 copies, £185. One 
year only. 


COMMUNITY CARE TRUST 
W.A.L.T.H.A.M. F.0.R.E.S.T 


Co-ordinator 
Salary: £7,516 inclusive of Outer London Weighting, 14 hours per week 


A Co-ordinator is required for an exciting new project in Waltham Forest, to set up a Carers’ Bank 
for the Community Care Trust. Experience of office administration, being disabled or caring for a 
disabled person, including personal care tasks, for a minimum of six months are essential for 
this job. As is being able to visit people and reach all parts of their homes. Direct experience of 
disability is desirable. For an information pack please telephone Denise Ryall at DIAL Waltham 
Forest 0181 520 4111 between 10am and 4pm, or write to DIAL Waltham Forest, 1A Warner 
Road, Walthamstow, London E17 7DY. 


Closing date for completed application forms is Friday 17th November 1995. Interviews will be 
held on Friday 24th November 1995. 


action for blind people 


Manager 


Starting salary is in the region of £23,600 (subject to review) 
Employment and Training Services 
Murdock Street Centre, London SE16 


Action for Blind People is a national charity working with and for blind and 
partially sighted people. We are developing a comprehensive employment 
and training service facility at our Murdock Street Centre. Situated just off 
the Old Kent Road approximately 2 miles from the Elephant and Castle, the 
Centre is well placed to offer exciting opportunities to visually impaired 
people and, where appropriate, those with other impairments/disabilities. 
Current activities include: 


« Vocational and Employment related training courses 
Personal skills development 


Classified 31 


Action on Disability and Development 


CHIEF EXECUTIVE 


Salary negotiable circa £40,000 PA 


ADD is working in 15 countries across Africa 
and Asia to help people who are disabled, often 
the very poor, to have more control and choice 
in their lives. ADD works with disabled people 
and their organisations, helping them in their 
development efforts through training, direct 
funding or loans, in support of income 
generation and mobility programmes. It 
operates either through ADD 

offices staffed predominantly by 

locally recruited disabled staff or 

directly with partner agencies, in 
Bangladesh, Cambodia, Ghana, 

India, Nepal, South Africa, Sudan, 

Uganda, West Africa, Zimbabwe 

and the UK. With its fully accessible offices in 
Frome, Somerset, ADD employs some 30 staff, 
half overseas, and spends nearly £900,000 each 
year supporting its overseas programmes, 
generating funds locally and internationally; 
ADD also works with other development 
agencies to enhance disability awareness. 


ADD now seeks to recruit an outstanding Chief 
Executive to inspire and lead it into the 21st 


UK Based 


Century, based in the UK but travelling 
worldwide. It is likely that candidates will have 
development experience, preferably in an 
overseas context. They will have a hands-on 
approach to management and be able to 
establish credibility in an organisation dedicated 
to working with people who are disabled. A 
large supply of energy and enthusiasm will be an 
important attribute with the ability 
to create a vision shared by the 
whole organisation. 


To express your interest in this 

appointment please forward in 

strict confidence, a full cv 
(including your career history, relevant 
achievements, latest remuneration, 
correspondence address and, for use with 
discretion, daytime telephone number) to Peter 
Drew (ref PDAA), Saxton Bampfylde 
International plc, PO Box 198, Guildford GU1 
4FH (fax 01483 30 30 29) to arrive no later than 
Thursday 16 November 1995. 


We will contact you by 2 December. 


- Low vision and occupational assessment 

e Work placement 

e Job Club and jobfinding 

¢ Supported employment 

We require an experienced manager with the competence to co-ordinate 
and develop these varied activities, to control the Centre’s budget, to lead 
and motivate the staff team and to maintain an environment in which 
visually impaired people can maximise their personal potential. Proven 
management skills and knowledge of training processes are essential, but 
applicants might come from a variety of professional backgrounds — further 
education, careers, training — and from the private, public or voluntary 
sector. 


SAXTON BAMPFYLDE INTERNATIONAL PLC 
PO BOX 198 GUILDFORD SURREY GU1i 4FH 


CROSSWORD ANSWERS 


ACROSS: 1. Braille 5. Ramp 7. Lateral 8. Shapes 10. Ermine 

12. Glowered 17. Rat 18. Motability 20. Osiris 21. Knell 22. 
Untwisted DOWN: 1. Ballet 2. Asthma 3. Luring 4. Eels 5. Rota 
6. Phased in 9. Party 11. Ellipsis 13. Wrinkle 14. Eat 15. Poison 
16. Barrow 19. Blue 


Disability NO 


¢ Jobs 
¢ Gardening 
¢ Sport 


GUY FAWKES QUIZ 
ANSWERS 


1. The Houses of Parliament 
2. China 3. James I 4. Copper 


ae : 5. Toffee apple 
For an application pack please contact Kim Southwood, Personnel 


Secretary, Action for Blind People, 14-16 Verney Road, London SE16 
3DZ, tel: 0171 732 8771. 


We are striving for equal opportunities for all. 
Closing date for applications: Friday 17th November. 
Interviews will be held on 23rd and 24th November. 


WEST OF ENGLAND CENTRE 
FOR INTEGRATED LIVING 
Requires 
DISABLED PEOPLE FOR THE POSTS OF: 
Relocation Project Worker (F/T) 


To oversee the relocation of disabled people who are 
currently inappropriately living in residential settings into the 
community in Bristol. 


Care Management Worker 
(28 hrs) 


To set up a pilot “peer advocacy” service for disabled people 
being assessed under the care management process. 


¢ Benefits - 
¢ Motoring 
¢ Equipment 


News 
Holidays 
Arts 


and much more... 


Are you one of the 80,000 readers keeping up-to-date with 
Disability Now every month? If not, don’t miss out. 
Fill in this coupon now. 


Individuals at home address — £14 (12 issues) [] £27 (24 issues) [_] 


South Gioucestershire 


Professionals/organisations — £19 (12 issues) [] £37 (24 issues) [] 
Integrated Living Worker (F/T) 

To develop services for disabled people related to integrated 

living in the new South Gloucestershire Unitary Authority 

area. (Based in Cadbury Heath) 

Salaries: £16,575-£17,667 (pro rata) 

Closing date for applications: Friday 8th December 1995 

For further information and an application form contact: 

Terri Roberts, WECIL, Leinster Ave, Knowle, Bristol BS4 

1AR. Tel: (0117) 9839839 (Voice and minicom) 

WECIL is an equal opportunities employer and 

particularly welcomes applications from black disabled 

people who are under-represented in the workforce. 


Please return to Disability Now, 12 Park Crescent, FREEPOST 17, London 
W1E 3HU. Cheques should be made payable to Disability Now. 


Multiple copy rates available on request. 
Tel: 0171-383 4575. 
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Ford Motability can help you 
realise your driving ambition. 


With the Ford Motability pro- 
gramme, you could soon be driving 


a new Ford. 


If you or a member of your family either 
receive the Higher Rate Mobility Allowance, 
or are registered as disabled, you can choose 
from a wide range of Ford cars through 
finance schemes or outright purchase. 

Our most popular scheme includes 
insurance, roadside assistance cover, servicing 
and the reassuring support of one of the 


UK's largest networks of Motability dealers. 

You don’t have to be disabled yourself to 
benefit from Ford Motability. Parents, spouses 
or carers of disabled people can also obtain 
vehicles through this Programme. 


Call free on 0800 Ill 222 


(quoting M50) for details of how Ford 
Motability and your nearest Motability dealer 


can help you realise your driving ambition. 


Gord 


Motability. 
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